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EDITORIAL 


Journal Secretary 
Has Operation 


Miss Lina E. Bradley, Secretary to the Editor of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, has been with 
us since we began publication in May, 1942. 
During all these years she has faithfully worked 
and prayed for The Journal’s ministry. She recently 
entered the Charlotte Ear, Eye and Throat Hospital 
to have a cataract removed from her left eye by 
Dr. Sloan of Charlotte, North Carolina. This opera- 
tion was successful and she is now at her home in 
Bishopville, South Carolina. Her address is: Miss 
Lina E. Bradley, Box 362, Bishopville, South Caro- 
lina. We know that she will be glad to hear from 
her friends. She hopes to be back in the Journal 
office early in the New Year. We will all continue 
to pray for her recovery. — H. B. D. 


Dr. Bell Tells Of 
Visit To Missions 


The following report appeared in the November 
issue of The Dialette, monthly magazine of Mon- 
treat College, and was sent to us for publication. 
Later he gave the same talk to the Presbyterian 
ministers of Asheville and vicinity and their wives. 

—H.B.D. 


On Sunday morning, November 6, at the regular 
morning worship services, the congregation of the 
Montreat Presbyterian Church sat transfixed as 
they listened to Dr. L. Nelson Bell tell of his recent 
trip to Presbyterian foreign mission stations in 
South America, Africa, and Europe. 


Dr. Bell, who for twenty-five years was a med- 
ical missionary to China, has been living in Mon- 
treat since his return from the mission field and is 
one of the leading surgeons in Asheville. 


A member of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Dr. Bell left Mon- 
treat on October 17, returning at 3:00 A.M., Sun- 
day morning, November 6. He had had only a few 
hours of sleep when he stood before the Montreat 
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congregation. He must have been tired and travel- 
weary, but nothing of this could be detected as he 
graphically depicted his trip. 


There was a ring in his voice and joy in his face 
as he told of meeting American missionaries and 
of seeing the great work of God going forward all 
over the world. 


Dr. Bell said that his first impression of the trip 
was that of a shrinking world. Traveling mostly by 
air, during the 21 days, he covered four continents, 
crossing the equator four times, and visited the 
largest cities of four nations. Once, from the heart 
of the Belgian Congo, he had talked by radio to his 
wife here and been heard by another person in 
Georgia. 


Leaving Miami, Fla., by plane, Dr. Bell first went 
to Brazil. There, while visiting in three Presbyte- 
rian mission stations, he found a bit of home away 
from home. In Belem, a city at the mouth of the 
Amazon River, were the Rev. and Mrs. Don Wil- 
liams from Black Mountain. Farther south, at Re- 
cife was Miss Collette, a former student and 
teacher at Montreat; at the same station he met 
the father of Naomi Viedri, a Brazilian girl who 
served in the cafeteria this summer. When he spoke 
during the chapel exercises at the Agnes-Erskine 
School for Girls there, two of his former patients 
were among those in the audience. 


From Brazil, Dr. Bell flew to Africa where he 


‘visited many stations. Everything on the continent 
left its impression—he marveled at the abundance 


of natural resources, at the sparse population (Dr. 
Bell has been accustomed to China), at the luxur- 
iant forests and the dry, trackless deserts. He was 
amazed to see millions of acres of land unculti- 
vated and yet, unending stores of luscious native 
fruits. He saw a lake with exotic, cobalt-blue 
waters as breathtaking as Silver Springs, Fla. In 
the heart of this ‘‘darkest continent,’’ he visited a 
leper colony where the pastor had refused to leave 
as an “arrested case’’; he found schools for Amer- 
ican as well as native children; he saw modern 
homes and a hydro-electric plant. He saw a conti- 
nent that had progressed from the Stone Age to 
the Airplane Age in sixty years. And he saw yet 
more—missionaries who seemed able to surmount 
every obstacle, teachers who laid Christian founda- 
tions in the lives of tomorrow’s leaders, doctors 
who fought superstitions and healed, ministered to 
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every need, women who sympathized, men who 
prayed. He saw; and what he saw renewed his faith 
in mankind and gave him a greater message for us. 


Portugal was Dr. Bell’s next stop after leaving 
Africa. At Lisbon he visited the mission station be- 
ing supported by the Church in Brazil, the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., and the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. From there he went on to Paris, to London, 
then across the Atlantic to New York and home. A 
tour of half the world in 21 days! 


He had enjoyed a rare privilege and through his 
inspiring reports, many will be able to share his 
adventures and his enthusiasm for world missions. 


Revival In Los Angeles 


As this is being written one of the most remark- 
able and fruitful city-wide revivals in modern 
times is entering its eighth week in Los Angeles. 


The evangelist, Rev. Billy Graham, has captured 
the imagination of the entire city and under the 
blessing of God’s Spirit has been the means of 
literally winning thousands for Christ. The secular 
press all over the nation has given considerable 
space to these meetings and Time devoted a col- 
umn to them. 


Originally intended to last three weeks, crowds 
of over 6,000 filled the city block-long tent each 
night and the night the meetings were due to close 
it was estimated that over 6,000 were turned 
away. Because of the interest and the results the 
local committee urged that the meetings continue 
and they are now in their eighth week. 


Sponsored by many local ministers, headed by 
Rev. Louis Evans of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Hollywood, and by many other Christian organiza- 
tions, th® meetings had been planned for months 
in advance and were undergirded with prayer. As 
the meetings progressed many who had questioned 
this form of evangelism were convinced until 
finally 1,500 local ministers joined in giving their 
unqualified support. 


Some of Los Angeles’ best known citizens have 
publicly professed Christ. One man, a radio an- 
nouncer, gave his testimony at his usual broadcast 
time and this had an electric effect on the city. 
One of the notorious Micky Cohen’s henchmen was 
converted and that stirred the underworld. Cohen 
sent for Graham and he spent two hours talking to 
him about his soul. 


And the end is not yet. One of the converts of 
these meetings gave his testimony at another place 
and as a result thirty-five accepted the Lord. The 
day of revival is not over. Those who seoff may lose 
a blessing but God is giving abundant evidence that 
He still honors His word when faithfully preached. 


There were many who opposed Billy Sunday but 
there are still thousands living who rise up to call 
the man blessed who brought them face to face 
with eternity and their need of a Saviour. 


It is our prayer that these revival fires may 
spread over our land, not only to the salvation of 
countless souls but also to stem the tide of iniquity 
which is engulfing our nation. _ —H.B.D. 


What Is “Welfare?” 


The Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Snyder, has 
recently stated that the “welfare” of the people is 
more important than the balancing of the budget. 


We are deeply concerned over the attitude of 
our government with reference to deficit spending. 
This is far more than a political issue, it is a moral 
issue. 


We are concerned over a philosophy which fails 
to take into account the inevitable day of reckon- 
ing. A party may keep itself in power by spending 
money which it does not possess for the “welfare” 
of the people but a time will inexorably come when 
it is found that the ‘‘welfare’”’ procured has been 
purchased at the price of national disaster. 


In a conversation with a business man in Eng- 
land recently we were impressed by this remark: 
“We are told of the blessings we are receiving in 
our welfare state. It is true that we are given a 
great deal we did not have before, but the hidden 
taxes We pay take far more than what we receive 
in benefits. Each cup of tea I drink costs me two 
cents .n a hidden tax, each cigarette | smoke costs 
me two and one-half cents in taxes. I would greatly 
prefer to pay my own way and have the govern- 
ment leave my welfare alone.” 


Unless Christian citizens express themselves 
clearly we are heading for the same disastrous 
‘“‘welfare’’ which is England’s lot. —L.N.B. 


THANKSGIVING 
Every Day 


Not Thanksgiving Day only, but every day the 
believer has blessed cause for grateful praise to 
God, no matter what may be the personal, material 
and physical .circumstances that would seem to 
leave little or nothing for which to give thanks. 


As the believer looks at the past, filled though it 
may have been w.th his sins, he can thank God 
that all the guilt of them is gone, that he never 
will have to answer for them, because his Saviour 
has already answered for the last one of them. 
“Having forgiven us. ALL our trespasses, having 
canceled the bond which stood against us with its 
legal demands; this He set aside, nailing it to the 
cross.”” (Col. 2:13, 14, R.S.V.) 


“My sins, O the bliss of the glorious thought, 

My sins, not in part but the whole, 

He bore on the cross, and I bear them no more— 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!” 


As the believer looks at the present, filled though 
it may be with burdens and duties for which he 
wonders how he is to find the needed strength, he 
can thank God for His grace in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, which is sufficient for him, no matter what 
his need. 


“Life was too much for me,” wrote a young 
man just before he sent a bullet into his brain. And 
life is too much for any of us, if not because of 
its trials, then because of God’s requirement as to 
what our lives must be to please Him. A stiff upper 
lip? But God expects of us a heart of love and 
gratitude the warmer for the extra grace and 
strength He gives when the going is hardest. No 
flinching under life’s worst blows? But God’s re- 
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quirement is “rejoicing in tribulation.” Bearing 
life’s burdens uncomplainingly? But God’s re- 
quirement is casting them upon Him and forgetting 
them in concern to help others with theirs. Meeting 
temptations creditably? Well, when we say that we 
always mean some temptations. With other tempta- 
tions it is different and a sad story. ut God’s re- 
quirement of the Christian is: “He®that said he 
abideth in Him (the Christ), ought himself also so 
to walk even as He walked.” 


And only when, but surely when we do really 
abide in Him, we find it true: “In all these things 
Wwe are more than conquerors through Him that 
loved us.”’ Only for the Christian is there possible 
that sort of life full of joyous victory. But it is 
possible for him through his Saviour and Lord. A 
wonderful cause for thanksgiving, this grace of God 
sufficient for all the need of the present. 


As he looks to the future, too, the believer alone 
has God-given assurance. Human nature is such that 
almost any sort of present can be endured if only 
there is hope of a better future. The believer has 
it, a hope steadfast and sure and glorious. He has 
it for the immediate future of tomorrew, for the 
distant future of all his earthly life, and for the 
eternal future of the life after this. 


Listen to Him who not only knows the future 
but holds it in His hand of power and wisdom and 
love. *“‘Take therefore no thought for the morrow 
. . » Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things.’’ ‘“‘My God shall supply 
all your needs.” “‘All things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to H.s purpose.” ‘‘Now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be; but we know that when he shall appear we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” “If 
children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs 
w.th Jesus Christ.’’ “To an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved 
in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation.” 


No wonder the believer is called upon to do what 
is possible only for the real Christian to do: “Al- 
ways and for everything giving thanks in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father’ (Eph. 
5:20, R.S.V.). — W. T. W. 


Fear Is Not Unworthy 


The warn ng of sinners of wrath to come is not 
only a legitimate method of evangelistic appeal, it 
is one which we are obligated to use. 


We find that our Lord constantly warned his 
hearers of punishment to come for those who do 
not repent. His whole life was lived and He died 
on the cross for the specific purpose of saving 
sinners from hell. 


If we see a sleeping man in a burning house we 
are very ins stent in telling him of the danger he 
faces. A physician diagnoses cancer in a patient. 
If he is an ethical practitioner he never stops until 
he has persuaded his patient to submit to imme- 
diate operation or treatment. 


With human souls involved. With the end being 
either eternal life or eternal punishment, how can 
we do less than that to warn them? This warning 
can and should engender fear and that fear should 
beget repentance and turning to the Saviour for 


salvation. After salvation the love of Christ wi) 
constrain to service for Him. But, fear is an effec 
tive part in preaching. Let men be brought to fea 
the one who has power to cast into eternal damna- 
tion. Let them fear the eternal consequences of 
sin. 


Fear has brought many to the Saviour. Provoke 
men to fear and they will stay to love the One Who 
saves from all fear. —L.N.B. 


A Flying Trip 


We had a wonderful trip, one in which a happy 
dream became a reality and this reality in turn a 
memory crowded with so much that is worthwhil 
that space alone forbids a detailed report. 


Leaving Miami, Fla., on October 17 and arriving 
back in New York on November 4 we flew, in thos: 
three weeks, 20,500 miles and drove 500 miles b) 
car. We traveled in four continents, and crossed 
the equator four times. Despite the distance flown 
we spent three days in Brazil, nine in the Congo 
and four in Europe. 


Added to the unique pleasure of seeing so many 
of our missionaries in their work, of visiting 
Churches and institutions of our Church, and of 
seeing a goodly section of the world, we had the 
added pleasure of talking from the heart of the 
Congo by short-wave radio and telephonic connec- 
tion with loved ones at home and again by direct 
telephone connection from Paris. 


We flew in some of the biggest planes in the air 
today. Were in one when struck by lightning (no 
damage) and were invited by the captain of a Con- 
stellation to go forward and sit in the pilot’s seat. 


Had to fly back to Recife after being 200 miles 
out over the Atlantic because of engine trouble. 
Landed at Goose Bay in the Labrador in deep 
snow. These and other ‘experiences added to th 
interest of the trip. 


We saw something of Lisbon and our united 
work there; a very full visit to points of chief in- 
terest in Paris and again in London. But, the thing 
of lasting impression on our hearts is what th 
word of God is doing through the missionaries. 
That whic® we knew to be true in China and Japan 
and Korea and Mexico we saw to be true in Brazil, 
the Congo and Europe; the gospel of Jesus Chris! 
is still the power of God unto salvation to all who 
believe. Romans 10:13-15 is still true and how 
great is our responsibility to send witnesses. 


The difficulty of writing this report can be 
judged by the fact that our “Congo Diary” alone 
contains 16 pages. We must confine our story to a 
few of the many deep impressions received. 


Brazil 


- The immensity of the country; the opportunities 
for mission work; the small number of missionaries; 
the paganism, idolatry, superstition and opposition 
of the Catholic Church. 


We are intentionally omitting the names of a). 
the missionaries we visited and met with. We saw 
thirteen of the seventeen missionaries on the field 
at this time in the North Brazil Mission, fifty-tw 
of the eighty-two on the field in the Congo, and 
two in Lisbon. Our one comment on these worker-= 
is this: they are consecrated, able, faithful and tre- 
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mendously resourceful, and God is giving rich evi- 
dences of His blessings on them and their work. 


Belem, near the mouth of the Amazon, is an old 
vity of 200,000 population. Here one young couple 
‘'s valiantly representing our Church. We salute the 
fortitude of those who travel up the Amazon and 
‘ts tributaries preaching the gospel in malaria- and 
dvsentery-ridden areas and even in the face of pos- 
sible danger from other sources. Just a week be- 
fore we were there an Indian had killed a railway 
worker with a bow and arrow, a token of the end- 
le’s vendetta between encroaching civilization and 
the native Indians in that region. 


Fortaleza—here another able and aggressive 
young couple are spreading the gospel in an ever- 
increasing area and with marked success. 


Recife—beautiful city of half a million souls 
on the extreme eastern tip of Brazil; 160 miles 
away Garanhuns, another center of our work. At 
Recife we saw the fine seminary, met the students 
and faculty and had the privilege of speaking to 
them. The same privilege was ours later at the 
Agnes Erskine School. Here 300 girls are receiving 
a splendid education, in good buildings with mod- 
ern equipment and, best of all, education which is 
Christ-centered. 


Eight hours after leaving Recife we were in 
Dakar, French West Africa, and there took another 
piane for Leopoldville, capital of the Belgian 
Congo. The trip from New York to Leopoldville 
can be made in 36 hours; by boat it may take six 
weeks. 


rom Leopoldville we took another plane to 


Luluabourg, one of our own Southern Presbyte- 
rian stations. The Congo covers a large area, four 
times that of Texas and almost as large as all the 
United States east of the Mississippi. The Congo 
River has potential water power ten times that of 
all rivers in the United States combined. We flew 
about 1,100 miles over the Congo and drove about 
500 miles by car. 


At Luluabourg, Mutoto, Bibanga and Lubondai, 
along with Lake Munkamba, we met the same kind 
of people: God’s own. Our Church should thank 
God for the men and women we have representing 
us on the field. 


Here we saw various types of schools, Bible 
Schools, ete. Here we saw hospitals and leper 
camps. Here we saw “preaching sheds” and large 
brick Churches. Here we met hundreds of men and 
women, trophies of grace and living evidence of 
che power of the preached word. 


The African can sing. Never have we heard such 


<inging as we heard in some of our stations. Com- 
bined with harmony and deep appreciation of 
musie there is a peculiar quality of tone which 
makes the loveliest music we have ever heard 


Our missionaries have unlimited opportunities 
and they also face grave problems. There ig the 
ever-present witch doctor and his evil “medicines” 
and spells and the plotting and counter-plotting to 
vet a stronger “‘medicine”’ to outwit and overcome 
the spells cast by others. 


There are the endless “palavers’” which take 
time, patience and sound judgement. We found out 
that to “‘eut’’ a palaver means to render a decision. 

There is the deadening weight of paganism and 
neathenism in all of its manifestations in gross sins 
and spiritual darkness. 
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There is ever present the sense of great needs 
not being met; of great opportunities lying dor- 
mant, or gradually vanishing away for lack of per- 
sonnel. 


New problems are gradually emerging; the in- 
tegration of native church and mission work; the 
further development of the national Church as an 
entirely separate entity; the weaning of new-born 
Christians from undue dependence on their foreign 
benefactors; a gradually emerging nationalism; se- 
vere economic problems for national church 
preachers and teachers, which drive some into sec- 
ular pursuits or to accept lucrative positions in the 
colonial government; the question of social con- 
tacts. These and countless other problems face the 
missionaries as individuals and the mission in the 
formation of .its policies. 


One outstanding impression was left on the 
writer. Our Church can safely leave the ultimate 
solution of these difficult problems in the hands of 
the men and women who represent us in that land. 
They love the Lord, have sanctified common sense 
and are determined to know and do His will. 


One other impression. The fruits of the preach- 
ing of the gospel are in evidence on every hand. 
One sees individuals and whole families who have 
come out from heathen darkness into the trans- 
forming light of the cross. Their faces are changed, 
their homes are changed and their business and 
social relationships are changed. Yes, if one ever 
doubted the efficacy of preaching and living Christ 
let him go to some of the mission fields of the 
world where the impedimenta and the distractions 
of our modern civilization have never been known 
and there one can see again the glorious fact of 
redemption from sin as it is and should always be. 


In Lisbon the entire Protestant mission group 
gathered one night for our meeting but we missed 
it because our plane from Dakar was late. But, two 
warm-hearted missionaries waited at the airport for 
us until 3:00 A.M. That we call real hospitality. 


Portugal is a police state and one dominated by 
Catholicism. Our Presbyterian work, started thirty 
years ago by missionaries from the Brazilian Pres- 
byterian Church, is now a joint work of the Bra- 
zilian, U.S.A. and U. 8S. Churches. More mission- 
aries are needed. But, restrictions by a covertly 
hostile government greatly handicap. American and 
Brazilian missionaries must obtain new visas for 
their passports each month and one Brazilian mis- 
sionary has just been arbitrarily forced to leave 
the country without any explanation. Here as in 
every other field we saw the hostility and opposi- 
tion of the Catholic Church. We also saw the dis- 
graceful paganism, idolatry, superstition and ignor- 
ance in which that Church keeps those over which 
it has a hold. 


Are we content to admire our missionaries in 
the fields of our responsibility in the world today? 
Shall we be content to share in such a limited way 
in the .opportunities which lie open to us now? 
This day of opportunity may soon pass on. 


Let us as individual Christians and as members 
of our beloved Church pray daily for these servants 
of God. Pray for those for whom and to whom they 
minister. If we really pray for our mission work it 
is certain that we will then meet the other obliga- 
tions God has placed upon us. 


It is a glorious work. Who follows in their 
train? —L.N.B. 
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One Narrow-Minded 
Viewpoint 
By Wallace Parham 


Elder 
Broad Street Presbyterian Church 
Mobile ... Alabama 


An. A.P. dispatch recently carried the points 
adjudged by the A.P. reporter as the highlights of 
the talk made by H. Roe Bartle at the closing 
session of the Presbyter‘an Men’s Convention, in 

tlanta, Georgia. Three issues were named:(1) 
Church Union; (2) the right of ministers to preach 
with their consciences as sole guides; and (3) the 
classing of ruling elders, deacons, and laymen, who 
are vocal in their efforts to throw light upon current 
church controversies, as narrow-minded recalci- 
trants. 


So far as may be judged from the quotes in the 
A.P. article, Mr. Bartle offered sentiment, personal 
opinion, and vituperation; but no facts, no logic, 
and no Presbyterian history, to bolster his cause. 
It is my personal opinion that such an approach, 
entirely typical as it is today, pays no tribute to 
the intelligence of his audience if he met with any 
degree of success in his appeal. 


Where Church Union is concerned, those who 
have traced the history of such moves in Presby- 
terianism cannot blame the proponents of Union 
for eschewing references to the debacle which led to 
the Old School and New School split; or for their 
failure to cite the details of the causes beh .nd the 
need to found the Southern Presbyterian Church; 
or, finally, for their palpable hesitancy to consider 
doctrine as a factor. Even a cursory examination of 
the record would be fatal, and they know it; hence 
their strenuous efforts to withhold facts from 
elders, deacons, and laymen, who are inclined to 
make up their own minds rather than follow like 
sheep. 


Every m-nister has the right to preach as his 
conscience may dictate, but not in Presbyterian 
pulpits if he does not have an informed Presby- 
terian conscience. It is interesting to note that the 
president of a college does not differentiate as 
between good and bad consciences, products of 
heredity and environment which lead to varying 
standards, some poles apart. But Mr. Bartle’s 
approach here is no more remarkable than his 
counsel that Church Union should be approved 
without full consideration of all factors involved. 
Surely Mr. Bartle’s talk in Atlanta cannot be in- 
dicative of his policies in directing the institution 
he heads. Whatever the subject, quite certainly it 
should be assumed the students in Missouri Valley 
College are given both sides of it. Why then should 
he advocate an entirely different course in church 
affairs? 


As I happen to be one of the narrow-minded 
elders to whom Mr. Bartle referred, I would simply 
say to him that my narrow-minded attitude is based 
in my strict adherence to the Westminster Stand- 
ards. There all true Presbyterians meet on common 
ground. Those Standards represent our interpre- 
tation of Holy Writ, and deviations like the Auburn 
Affirmation have always brought, and will continue 
to bring disaster. No informed Presbyterian needs 
a magnifying glass or a microscope to spot such 
patent heresy. If any or all of the fifty-seven 
ministers who have been received from the Northern 
Presbyterian Church in the past three years to 
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A Liberal Arts College for Women where the 
fundamentals in education are stressed, and 
where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 
Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importance. Reasonable rates. 


For information write to: 


G. T. Gillespie ... President 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sunday 
Schoo! or Missionary Superintendent, ome copy of “GOD’S 
LOVING MONEY RULE” for each family in his congre- 
gation providing he will agree to give a talk on TITHING 
before distribution. Write stating number of leaflets de- 
sired to TITHER, 417-SP South Hill Street, Los Angeles 
13, California. 


infiltrate our Southern Church are tainted by that 
Affirmation, we should soon begin to see the 
noisome influence it has in the spiritual life of our 
own Church. No half-way ground here is possible. 
We are either Presbyterians or we are not. The 
line is sharply marked by eternal verities. 


Mr. Bartle is quoted as having said, ‘‘We must 
look to the clergy for leadership.’”’ To such minister: 
as are willing to compromise Presbyterian doctrine. 
I, for one, point to the question asked of the 
priests by Peter and John, “Whether it be right in 
the sight of God, to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye!”’ 
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Dr. J. Gresham Machen On 
. Christianity And Modernism 
Or Liberalism 


(“Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 
; By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Jackson, Miss. 
This is the tenth in the series of articles by Chalmers Il’, Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 
nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written 


by one of the most able laymen in 


Modernism or Liberalism is not a present-day, 
up-to-date form of Christianity. It is not, in fact, 
a form of Christianity at all. . 


Modernism or Liberalism is a religion which is 
separate and distinct and different from Chris- 
tianity, just as Mohammedanism and Buddhism are 
separate and distinct and different from Chris- 
tianity. 

Christian Terms Are Used 

The Modernists or Liberals have borrowed many 
of the treditional words and terms and expressions 
which the historic Christian Church and the Bible- 
believing Christians have been using since the first 
century. Such words as “God,” “belief,” “faith,” 
“atonement,” “redemption,” and “resur- 
rection,” for instance, are examples. 


Christian Ideas Are 
Not Conveyed 


But the ideas and conceptions which the Modern- 
ists or Liberals intend to convey, when they use 
these traditional words and terms and expressions, 
are radically different from the ideas and concep- 
tions which the Bible-beliving Christians have in 
mind when they use them. 


As a simple illustration of what is meant by this, 
take the word ‘“‘God.’”’ The Modernists or Liberals 
use that term, and the Conservatives also use that 
term. Both state that they worship “God,” but the 
term does not mean the same thing to the two 
different groups. The extremely liberal Christian 
Century recognized this fact, and once stated that 
the Fundamentalists (or Conservatives) and the 
——s (or Modernists) do not worship the same 
god. 


It was due to the fact that the Modernists or 
Liberals have borrowed so many of the traditional 
terms and expressions which the Bible-believing 
Christians have always used that the Christians 
were slow in recognizing that Christianity and 


the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Modernism or Liberalism are not one and the same 
religion at all. 


Dr. Machen’s Achievement 


The man who did the most in this century to 
show clearly that Modernism or Liberalism is not 
a form of Christianity, but is in reality a form of 
unbelief from the Christian viewpoint, was Dr. J. 
Gresham Machen, the world-famous New Testament 
scholar. 

In this connection, that unusually able theologian 
with the razor-keen mind, Dr. William Childs Robin- 
son, Th.D., of our Columbia Theological Seminary, 
once wrote: “For his uncomprising testimony that 
‘Liberalism’ was radically different from Bible 
Christianity, Machen suffered.” 


And Dr. Clarence E. Macartney, the great Con- 
servative minister who is the Pastor of the famed 
First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, and who 
was once the Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the Northern Presbyterian denomination, remarked: 
‘“‘More than any other man of our generation, Dr. 
Machen tore the mask from the face of unbelief 
which parades under the name of Modernism in the 
Christian church.” 


The able Editor of Christianity Today, Dr. 
Samuel G. Craig, writing at the time of Dr. Ma- 
chen’s death in 1937, stated: 


“The greatest service that Dr. Machen has 
rendered the cause of Christ—and for which in 
our judgment he will longest be remembered— 
was due to the clarity with which he perceived 
and the vigor with which he unanswerably 
maintained that what passes under the name 
of Modernism or Liberalism is not Christianity 
at all but rather a religion of a radically dif- 
ferent sort. He was not the first to perceive 
this—it found clear expression, for instance, 
in Abraham Kuyper’s lectures (the Stone Lec- 
tures at Princeton Theological Seminary) on 
Calvinism delivered in 1898—but no one in the 


— 
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English speaking world has done as much as 
Dr. Machen to open the eyes of Christians to 
the fact that an enemy within the gates was 
commending to their attention a type of re- 
ligious belief that is diametrically opposed to 
Christianity at all principal points and that is 
all the more dangerous because it makes use 
of traditional Christian terminology. He gave 
fullest and most adequate expression to this 
basie conviction in Christianity and Liberalism 
—a book that has lost none of its significance 
since it was published in 1923.” 


The Best Book On The 
Subject 


And in commenting on this book by Dr. Machen, 
Walter Lippmann, one of the nation’s most re- 
spected commentators and critics, who is not him- 
self a professing Christian, wrote: . 


“There is also a reasoned case against the 
Modernists. Fortunately, this case has been 
stated in a little book called Christianity and 
Liberalism by a man who is both a scholar and 
a gentleman. The author is Professor J. Gres- 
ham Machen of the Princeton Theological 
Seminary. It is an admirable book. For its 
acumen, for its saliency, and for its wit this 
cool and stringent defense of orthodox Proteg- 
tantism is, I think, the best popular argument 
produced by either side in the current contro- 
versy. We shall do well to listen to Dr. 
Machen... The Liberals have yet to answer 
Dr. Machen when he says that ‘the Christian 
movement at its inception was not just a way 
of life in the modern sense, but a way of life 
founded upon a message. It was based, not 
upon a mere program of work, but on an ac- 


count of facts.’ It was based on the story of 
the birth, the life, the ministry, the death and 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.’’ 


A Book Every Christian 
Should Read 


I personally know of no book, aside from the 
Holy Bible itself, that Southern Presbyterians need 
to read at the present time as much as they need to 
read Christianity and Liberalism, by Dr. Machen. 
The book costs $2.50 and it is only 189 pages in 
length. It can be ordered direct from the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C., 
postage free. I earnestly urge and implore, with 
all of the emphasis at my comand, that every 
Christian who reads these lines immediately order 
this volume and read it carefully. 


The fact that Dr. Machen, the great Bible-believ- 
ing Christian scholar was kicked out of the ministry 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church in 1936 while 
Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, one of America’s most 
noted Modernists, was honored by being elected 
Moderator of the General Assembly of that denom- 
ination in 1943, indicates, as nothing else could 
indicate, how firmly Modernism or Liberalism has 
become entrenched in high places in that church. 


What shall every Southern Presbyterian, as a 
Bible-believing Christian who clings to historic 
Christianity as it is revealed in the Holy Bible and 
as it is summarized in the Westminster Confession 
of Faith and in the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, 
say with reference to the proposed union with the 
heresy-tainted Northern Presbyterian Church, which 
has permitted Modernism or Liberalism to flourish 
so vigorously in its very midst? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 


The Curse Of Modernism 


By W. A. Criswell, D.D., Ph.D. 


Pastor First Baptist Church 


Dallas .. 


. Texas 


This sermon was delivered at the First Baptist Church, Dallas, Tex., on June 12, 1949, and published in 

The Baptist Standard, Dallas, on July 7, 1949, and is used here by permission. In printing the article be- 

low we do not in any sense imply that Modernism is entrenched in our Church. But, we publish this as a 

warning against the tendency to condone error; a tendency which inevitably leads to Modernism. Intoler- 

ance to error is Christian. In fact, Christianity is a totally intolerant religion. It is exclusive and has the 
right to be. Anything which tampers with its exclusive claims is to be rejected. —-H.B.D. 


There is a frontal attack upon the Christian faith 
by the avowed enemies of Christ. I am not afraid 
of it. There is a subtle attack upon the Christian 
faith by the supposed friends of Christ. I am 
desperately afraid of it. 


Robert Ingersoll said he was an infidel. He boldly 
attacked the Bible and ridiculed the Christian re- 
ligion. With consummate skill he sought to laugh 
the gospel of Christ out of court. One of his most 
popular and famous lectures was entitled, “The 
Mistakes of Moses.’’ It was leveled against the 
Mosaic account of creation and against the trust- 
worthiness of the sacred Scripture in general. No 
need to be afraid of a Bob Ingersoll. The anvil of 
the truth of Christ Jesus has worn out and outlived 
many a hammer like him. 


The little town in which I grew up had its town 
_ infidel; most little towns do. In my town he lived 


back of our house. Many mornings you could hear 
him curse for blocks as he beat his cow all over 
the lot. During revival meetings he laughed at the 
preacher’s invitations. All of us knew him, what he 
stood for, what he believed, how he lived. Nobody 
wanted to be like him. He was an infidel. No need 
to be afraid of what he could do to the church. 


Attacks From Within 


But there is a suave, affable, personable, scholar- 
ly man who claims‘to be the friend of Christ. He 
preaches in the pulpit, he teaches in the school, he 
writes learned books, he publishes articles in the 
religious magazines. He attacks Christianity from 
within. He makes the church and the school a 


‘lodging place for every unclean and hateful bird. 


He leavens the meal with the doctrine of the Sad- 
ducees. He is the liberal, the modernist. I am 
desperately afraid of him. 
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The great wall of China, we are told, was 
breached three times within the first generation 
after it was built, not by an enemy storming the 
ramparts, but by an enemy bribing the gatekeepers. 
The fall of Madrid from the hands of the defending 
loyalist, republican armies of Spain was accom- 
plished by Franco’s “fifth column,” “which,” the 
Generalissimo said, “is prepared to open the gates 
to my four columns without.” Like loyalist Spain, 
whole nations have been delivered to a terrible 
enemy by infiltrations. A Quisling presents Nor- 
way to Hitler. The communists present Chechoslov- 
akia to Stalin. Our own Congress wages relentless 
warfare against treacherous, subversive forces on 
the inside of our government. We can be like a 
great tree which in times past withstood the rain 
and the wind and the storm and the lightning, but 
finally fell because the heart had rotted out. In- 
sects, termites destroyed the monarch of the woods. 


This is the unspeakably tragic thing that happens 
to many of our Baptist institutions and eventually 
threatens them all. They are delivered to secular- 
ism and infidelity, not because of a bitter frontal 
attack from without but because of the slow, 
gradual permeation of the rot and curse of modern- 
ism from within. 


A Great School Is Started 


Take, for example, the University of Chicago. 
The faithful, devout Baptist people of the North 
set about to build (in their own words) “a great 
Christian university to counteract the materialism 
of the Middle West.” God greatly, immediately 
blessed their efforts. In May, 1889, the electric 
news was announced to the Baptists gathered in 
national meeting at Boston that Rockefeller had 
offered $600,000 for the building of the Christian 
school if the Baptist churches would give $400,- 
000. When the announcement was made. the entire 
assembly arose with the Doxology on its lips and 
Dr. Henson exclaimed: “I searcely dare trust my- 
self to speak. I feel like Simeon when he said, ‘Now, 
Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart _im peace for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.’ ” 


Appeals were sent to 1.200 Baptist pastors in the 
Middle West. The second Sunday in April, 1890, 
was made “University Day.’’ The humble, faithful, 
loyal Baptist people in all the churches gave prayer- 
fully and sacrifically. Their splendid sehool for 
preachers, the Baptist Union Theological seminary 
at Morgan Park was, under the terms of the Rocke- 
feller gift, to be incorporated into the university, 
becoming the divinity school. It all was done, 
gloriously, victoriously. The university was built 
and the divinity school was opened to prepare 
preachers to win thé Middle West for Christ. 


Modernism Corrupts 


Then the infiltration began. The curse, the rot, 
the virus, the corruption of modernism began to 
work. Here are some of the professors who have 
taught the preachers during the course of the years: 


Prof. G. B. Foster, Baptist teacher in the semin- 
ary, pastor of a Unitarian church. 


* Prof. Haydon, Baptist leader in the seminary, 
pastor of a Unitarian church. 


Prof. Merrifield, Baptist teacher in the seminary, 
pastor of a Unitarian church. 


Prof. G. B. Smith, systematic theology: “May 
we not demand that God shall be required to re- 


ceive the moral approval of men? The spirit of 
democracy protests against such ideas as that God 
has a right to insist on some rigid plan of salva- 
tion.” 


Prof. Soares: “Redemption is an absolute fancy. 
Revelation is self-deception. We refuse the idea 
that the principal business of the church is to get 
ay converted or committed to the Christian 
ife.”’ 


Prof. G. B. Foster: ‘‘An intelligent man who 
now affirms his faith in miracles can hardly know 
what intellectual honesty means. The hypothesis of 
God has become superfluous in every science, even 
that of religion itself. Jesus did not transcend the 
limits of the purely human. He never thought of 
ascribing a pre-mundane existence to himself; nor 
did he claim to be the judge of the world. It is 
doubtful if he ever called himself the Son of man.” 


Newspaper Discusses Hypocrisy 


We cannot help but find ourselves in sympathy 
with the comment of a great Chicago daily news- 
paper: 


“We are struck with the hypocrisy and treachery 
of these attacks on Christianity. This is a free 
country and a free age and men can say what 
they choose about religion, but this is not what we 
arraign these divinity professors for. Is there no 
place in which to assail Christianity but a divinity 
school? Is there no one to write infidel books except 
professors of Christian theology? Is a theological 
seminary an appropriate place for a general mas- 
sacre of Christian doctrines? We are not champion- 
ing either Christianity or infidelity but only con- 
demning infidels masquerading as men of God and 
Christian teachers.” 


The University of Chicago is just one of the 
many Baptist institutions of America that have 
been lost to modernistic infiltration. What do you 
think of the statement of belief by Dr. Morton 
Scott Enslin, professor and head of the department 
of New Testament in the famous Baptist Crozer 
Theological seminary: 


“T believe that many things which Jesus said 
were true but not because he said them. 


“IT believe that the whole view of holy history 
with its theory of a chosen people, special revela- 
tions, prophecies, is utterly unconvincing and basi- 
cally vicious. 


“T believe that beneath this whole superstructure 
of ‘the divine plan of salvation’ with its precise way 
in which God designs to save men, is but one solid 
foundation, namely, man’s brave effort to save 
himself.” 

The Liberal Position 


What is this virus and corruption we call liberal- 
ism and modernism? What is this decay that ruins 
the churches, the denominations, the mission fields, 
the evangelistic work and appeal of the preachers 
of Christ? Of course, there are as many individual 
interpretations as there are liberals themselves. 
They do not agree among themselves but here are 
some typical statements of men, past and present, 
concerning some of the basic subjects of the Chris- 
tian faith. 


False Teachings About Jesus 


. Dr. J. W. Nixon, professor of Christian theology 
in the Baptist Colgate-Rochester Divinity school, 
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chairman of the Federal Council’s department of 
research and education: 

“‘We shall hardly bandy words about the finality 
of Christ. The field is open for anyone at any time 
to mean more to men than Jesus has meant. He was 
a human being. As a demi-god he is not an object 
of imitation. He was the child of his people and 
his time.’’ 


Prof. Vergilius Fern, head of the department of 
philosophy, Wooster college in Ohio, once a great, 
conservative, Presbyterian school: 


-“‘Whether Jesus ever lived is a historical ques- 
tion that is interesting, but it is not fundamental to 
religion. And if it be suggested in criticism that 
you then have a Christian religion without a historic 
Jesus, may I suggest that if Jesus was all that is so 
generously claimed of him, he ought not to be 
sensitive about his own name or himself. No one is 
really great who is too self-conscious.” 


Sin Called Blundering Quest 


Prof. Wm. E. Dodge said: “Sin itself is a quest 
for God—a blundering quest but a quest for all 
that. The man who got drunk last night did so be- 
cause of the impulse within him to break through 
the barriers of his limitations, to express himself 
and to realize the more abundant life. His self- 
indulgence just came to that; he wanted, if only 
for a brief hour, to live the larger life, to expand 
the soul, to enter untrodden regions, to gather to 
himself new experiences. That drunken debauch 
was a quest for life, a quest for God.” 


Prayer Compared To Magic 


Prof. Enslin of Crozer, in the Christian Century, 
“‘Why Not Use a Prayer Wheel?” “We go through 
the gestures of prayer but we do not, cannot, 
expect results. Accordingly, as I see it, prayer in 
the conventional sense of the word is doomed as 
surely as burnt sacrifice and the Juggernaut car.” 


Prof. Kirsopp Lake of Harvard Divinity school: 
“I do not believe that the religion of tomorrow 
will have any more place for petition (prayer) 
than it will have for any other form of magic.’ 


Lord’s Supper Called Heathenish 


President A. C. McGiffert of the Chicago Theo- 
logical seminary: “It is not absolutely certain that 
Jesus himself actually instituted such a supper and 
directed his disciples to éat and drink in remem- 
brance of him. Expecting as he did to return at an 


early day he can hardly have been solicitous to 
provide for the preservation of his memory.” 


Theodore Parker: ‘“‘The Lord’s Supper is a hea- 
thenish rite and means very little. Cast away the 
elements. Let all who will come into a parlor and 
have a social religious meeting, eat bread and wine, 
if you like, or curds and cream and baked apples, 
and have a conversation free and cheerful on 
moral questions.” 


Another: “The ideas of sacrifice and atonement 
are barbarous and inhuman. As liberals in religion, 
why should we commemorate the death of Jesus? 
Jesus is not the center of our religion. Why do we 
not commemorate the life of Emerson or Socrates 
or of Immanuel Kant? 


Another: “One might as well speak of the wool 
of the Lamb as to speak of the blood of the Lamb.” 


Says Bible To Become Curiosity 


Prof. J. B. Pratt of Williams: “The Bible has lost 
all hold on the leaders of thought and certainly is 
destined before many years to become one of the 
curiosities of the past. The inspiration of those 
who spake a ‘Thus saith the Lord’ is of only a little 
higher type than that of the whirling dervishes and 
heathen medicine men.” 


Conversion Is Ridicyled 


Prof. G. A. Coe, Union seminary, author of the 
famous book, “The Psychology of Religion,” has 
said, ‘‘Religion is wholly within the natural psycho- 
logical order. The joy which often accompanies con- 
version is nothing more or less than the effect of 
religious laughing gas. The supernatural in Paul’s 
career is reducible to psychopathic explanation. 
There are signs. Of neurotic make-up in Paul and 
Mohammed. Paul had a luxuriant experience of the 
sort of automatisms that might have made him a 
great leader of the shamanistic type.”’ (Shamans 
are Mongolian devilpriests and exorcists. ) 


C. B. Lockwood said: “Every honest man knows 
that there is no supernatural regeneration, con- 
a or salvation. As well talk of a supernatural 

Oo 


Liberal Statements About God 


President E. E. Aubrey, Crozer seminary, mem- 
ber of the Executive committee of the Federal 
Council, chairman of its department of interna- 
tional justice: ‘Modern conceptions of God all tend 
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to make him something other than a superman, to 
seek such words .as ‘principle’ and ‘process’ and 
‘quality’ to state the meaning of God.” The “means 
of communion” with this “principle” or “process’’ 
once known as “God” are “relaxed quietness on a 
mountainside, absorption in some glorious sym- 
phony, and little friendly moments with one’s 
flowers.” 


Dr. C. W. Reese, educated in our Southern Bap- 
tist schools, one time a Baptist pastor, says: “As 
far as I am concerned, the idea of God plays no 
important part in my religion. Theism is philosoph- 
ically possible but not religiously necessary.’ 


A liberal who .one time taught in one of our 
Baptist schools, encouraging the raising of money 
for the school, hoping to take it over, said: ““‘Where 
the old religion made the supreme object God, the 
new makes it humanity; sociology takes the place 
of theology and world-hope of an improved social 
order replaces the belief in immortality.” 


Heaven Declared Out Of Fashion 


The Rev. Edward Cummings speaks of heaven as 
- ridiculous spiritual roof garden of the next 
world.” 


Another says, “leave heaven for the sparrows.”’ 


Shailer Mathews, late head of the University of 
Chicago Divinity ‘school, past president of the 
ederal Council, .one of the number one leaders in 
shaping the destiny of the Northern Baptist con- 
vention, says that, “The appeal to post-mortem 
rewards and punishments is distinctly out of fash- 
ion. Such beliefsshave lost their appeal. The post- 
mortem life has no bearing on conduct.” 


Harry Emerson Fosdick, leading radio speaker 
of the Federal Council, pastor of the Park Avenue 
Baptist church, turned by the Rockefeller millions 
into the Riverside church, ridiculed heaven as “a 
perpetual religious serenade.” 


Surely, surely there is ground for this paragraph 
taken from the fifth annual report of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Atheism: 
“They are,saving the ship of Christianity by throw- 
ing her cargo overboard. With what zeal the Fos- 
dicks and Shailer Mathewses and the whole crew of 
rescuers toss out ... the virgin birth, atonement, 
and the resurrection. How long will men sail the 
seas in an empty ship? They will go ashore and 
enjoy life with the Atheists. We welcome the aid 
of the modernists and pledge them our fullest co- 
operation in ridding the world of any serious ac- 
ceptance of Christian theology.” 


The stupid dumbness of those who believe is 
assailed by Harry Emerson Fosdick in a letter 
written January 31, 1945: “I am a Hhiberal in 
theology. Of course, I do not believe in the virgin 
birth or in that old-fashioned substitutionary doc- 
trine of the atonement; and I do not know any 
intelligent Christian minister who does.” 


Dr. C. C. McCowan, professor of New Testament, 
Pacific School of Religion, adds to the chorus: “The 
record of Jesus’ life is entirely second-hand and in 
many points untrustworthy. The fundamentalist 
theory of the finality of the Biblical revelation can 
be satisfying to no person who thinks.” 


_ Roehr, higher critic, places all of us who believe 
in our proper cells. In describing Jesus as just 
another man, the product of his age and nation, he 
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says, “‘Those who deny this are stupid, servile and 
literal.”’ 


Modernism Within Is Strong Foe 


John Wesley one time wrote: “I am not afraid 
that the people called Methodist should ever cease 
to exist in Europe or America, but I am afraid lest 
they should exist as a dead sect having the form of 
religion without the power. If ever Methodism is 
overthrown, it will be at the hands of our scholars 
who neither believe her doctrines nor practice her 
polity. These are the men from whom it must purge 
itself or fall by its own weight.” 


This fear that troubled the heart of John Wesley 
no less troubles the heart of believing Christians 
everywhere who take time to see what modernism 
will do to their institutions. If modernism were a 
separate movement in itself, built its own churches, 
launched its own institutions, projected its own 
denomination, then we could look at it as just 
another of the many sects that appear on the 
surface of history. But modernism in itself builds 
nothing; it is a parasite that grows on institutions 
already built. The physician tells us that a given 
virus can multiply and cause disease only when 
within the cells of certain specific organisms; that 
no virus has been found to reproduce in the ab- 
sence of living cells. This is a picture of historical 
modernism. It grows on the work, the heritage, the 
sacrifice of the orthodox. The humble disciples of 
Christ make the converts, evangelize the fields, 
build the churches, launch the institutions, erect 
the denomination—then modernism destroys their 
life from within. 


Modernism Must Be Kept Out 


We have no other choice if we are to live but to 
purge it out, keep it out, root it out. Like you would 
a disease, a plague, a rot, a corruption, so we ought 
to war against it night and day. Why introduce a 
contagious disease into your home? Why expose 
your children to a deadly virus? Having seen what 
it does to others, is that not enough to make us 
fearful for ourselves? One time when a discussion 
arose about inviting a liberal to speak before a 
church group, one of the men bluntly said: “I love 
to think of the church as being a home. We have 
windows and doors in our homes to let in God’s 
eternal sunshine and ventilation but we have screens 
to keep out the bugs and insects. We must keep 
out things that don’t help us.’”’ 


Even though it breaks our hearts to part company 
in our institutions with the affable, personable, 
scholarly modernist preacher and teacher, we ought 
to purge out corrupting leaven wherever it appears. 
“Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump?” 


Faithfulness Preserves 


It has been this spirit of faithfulness to the 
Book of God and to Baptist doctrine that has kept 
our Southern Baptist institutions in days past the 
fortresses of faith. There came to the Southern 
Baptist Theological seminary one time a scholarly 
young man by the name of Crawford H. Toy. He 
was the pride and joy of the faculty; he was 
brilliant beyond compare. Reading German higher 
criticism and rationalism, he drifted away from the 
revealed truth of the Scriptures and began to teach 
in the seminary the doctrines of men. It broke the 
heart of President James P. Boyce and Professor 
John A. Broaddus, but the dismissal had to come. 
When Dr. Toy left, Boyce and Broaddus accomp- 
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anied him to the station, just before the train took 
him away, President Boyce placed his left arm 
around the shoulders of the young man and, lifting 
up his right hand to heaven, said: ‘‘Crawford, I 
would give my right arm if you were back like you 
were when you first came to us.”’ Dr. Toy went to 
be professor of Hebrew at Harvard university, went: 
into the Unitarian church, and finally never went 
to church at all. A world-famous scholar, interna- 
tionally known author, a lovable man. But the virus 
of modernism destroyed his spiritual life and work. 
Even though it breaks our hearts, we must wage a 
war against the disease that more than any other 
will ruin our missionary, evangelistic, soul-winning 


‘spirit. 


The Curse Of Modernism 


An editorial in the Baptist Standard, July 21, 
1949, by Editor David M. Gardner. 


There are several things we want to say concern- 
ing Dr. W. A. Criswell’s article which appeared in 
the paper of July 7 under the above caption. Not 
that anything needs to be said to clarify any part 
of it, because it is a plain and positive pronounce- 
ment. 


*To begin with, we rejoice that we have as a 
successor to the late Dr. Geo. W. Truett, a young 
man who believes something worth saying and who 
has courage enough to say it. Dr. Criswell is a good, 
earnest, honest. and hard-working student. He digs 
deep and thinks straight. 


It is very plain that the pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, has deep and well-defined 
convictions. He is what is comonly called a “Bible 
preacher.”’ He knows his Bible and believes that it 
is the Word of God. We have never heard him refer 
to the Bible as a book that contains the Word of 
God. He believes it is the full, complete, and 
divinely inspired revelation of God’s will for man, 
for every man, and all men. Those who hear him 
nreach have no doubt about his knowledge of and 
devotion to the Word. 


It is also plain that his congregation likes Bible 
preaching. The large auditorium is crowded every 
Sunday morning and comfortably filled every Sun- 
day evening. 


Some three yearg ago Dr. Criswell announced 
that he would preach straight through the Bible. 
beginning with Genesis, of course. He has finished 
the Old Testament and has just about preached 
through the Gospel according to Matthew. The re- 
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sponse of the people is and should be an encourage- 
ment to his heart. 


Another thing that is plain: the members of the 
old First Dallas liked what the pastor had to say 
concerning the curse of modernism to a large con- 
gregation Sunday morning, June 12. Since the 
sermon was published in the Baptist Standard we 
have had numerous letters and telephone calls, 
asking for a copy of the paper containing the mes- 
sage. Many Have insisted that it ought to be printed 
in pamphiet form and scattered throughout the 
nation. The Standard gladly assumes the responsi- 
bility of editing and the state board the responsi- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 


bility of distributing the pamphlet. We are happy 
to announce that the cost of printing 20,000 has 
been provided. 


Finally, our very souls sing with new courage, 
joy, and hope when we hear these highly trained 
young preachers occupying the pulpits of many of 
our large churches, preaching the Word with the 
conviction and the fervor of our great old preachers 
of the past. We can count on this one thing for 
certain: our people will not be swept off their feet 
and go very far astray so long as our preachers 
ring true to the Book. 


Presbyterian Men’s Convention 
ATLANTA ... GEORGIA 
By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


After two years of careful and elaborate plan- 
ning by the Assembly’s Men’s Council, the Presby- 
terian Men’s Convention was held November 4-5-6, 
at the Municipal Auditorium in Atlanta, Georgia. 
According to S. J. Patterson, Jr., of the Division of 
Men’s Work, 192 men worked together to make this 
convention a success. 


Although the registration did not quite reach the 
goal of 5,000 originally set, more than this number 
participated in the convention. It was estimated 
that around 5,700 men had a part in this gathering. 


Friday Morning 


The convention opened at 11,00 o’clock, Novem- 
ber 4. Everett L. Repass, past President of the 
Assembly’s Men’s Council, presided at this session. 
Walter D. Eddowes directed the singing in a manner 
that was most effective in creating an atmosphere 
conducive to worship. The invocation and greetings 
were given by W. E. Price, Moderator of the 
General Assembly. Dr. Edward D. Grant, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Education, also extended 
greetings and outlined the history of the men’s 
work in the General Assembly. He orientated the 
group in regard to the Board of Education as it is 
now functioning under the re-organization: plan 
adopted at the last Assembly. Fitting words of 
welcome were extended by William §S. Hartsfield, 
Mayor of Atlanta. Dr. Wallace M. Alston, Vice 
President of Agnes Scott, gave a helpful devotional 
message based on John 280:19-29. 


Fvidey Afternoon 


During the afternoon session Joseph B. Frazier, 
President of the Assembly’s Men’s Couneil, occupied 
the chair. The keynote address was delivered by 
Dr. James A. Jones, Pastor of the Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., on the 
subject, “For Christ and His Church.” 


Dr. Jones set a very high standard in this key- 
note address. He began by raising the pertinent 
question, ““‘What are we doing here?” “There are 
incidental and also secondary purposes, but what 
are the primary purposes of this gathering? I take 
it that we are to face up to the facts that the 
claims of Christ and the calamity of our world 
require a greater loyalty to our great Saviour.” 


Dr. Jones stressed three thoughts: “First, we are 
here as churchmen under the banner of the 
Church.”” He pointed out that there have been 
many criticisms of the Church in our day. Its 
language has been critized as archaic; its techniques 
criticized as unscientific; and its message is said to 
be irrelevant. But in spite of all these things, the 
Church endures, “the Church lasts.”” The Church 
has proven itself to be the community that abides. 
The great constructive forces of life are the quiet 
forces, and the Church belongs to this category. 
The Church of Christ has been the liberator of the 
human spirit. “It is a great thing to have a hand 
in the liberation of the human spirit,” he affirmed. 
The Church deals with human sin; it tells men what 
to do about it; it warns men of the necessity of 
repentance. 


The speaker also declared that ‘“‘we are here as 
Presbyterians. This is not our main concern, but 
it is no small concern. We have a part to play as 
Presbyterians in the new and growing South. We 
have got to get under the load to a greater degree 
than we have in the past.” 


The third fact emphasized was: ‘“‘We are here 
because we are Christians. We are here because 
Christ can condition our lives and can condition 
them at this gathering. We are here to think of 
definite things, definite problems, and to get under 
the load of these special problems.” 


Dr. Bonnell 


Dr. John S. Bonnell, Pastor of the Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church of New York, was the next 
speaker. He is a Canadian by birth, but since 1935 
has been pastor of the historic Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church of New York City. He used as his 
theme, “Christ’s Challenge to Laymen.”’ He began 
by raising the question ‘“‘What is the great weakness 
of Protestant Christianity?’’ His answer was, ‘“The 
failure to mobilize our manpower.’’ He continued 
this thought by saying that the Protestant laymen 
lead America in all fields of activity except in the 
Church. And at this point Protestant laymen are 
hesitant and apologetic. He deplored the fact that 
there is so much “dumb discipleship.”” Because of 
this, the Lord’s work has been left largely to “pro- 
fessional, clerical leadership.” 


Page 14 


Dr. Bonnell challenged the laymen of America to 
four specific tasks: First, to provide lay leadership 
for worldwide leadership in the Church. “A great 
many of our ministers are discouraged in the United 
States. They feel a lack of spiritual support from 
their congregations. Laymen, lift up their eyes and 
look, for the harvest is white and the laborers are 
few.”’ 


Again, the speaker challenged the laymen to 
assume specific responsibility for the building up 
of the spiritual strength and membership of the 
Church of Christ. He asked: “Is it playing fair to 
Christ to leave the minister with all the responsi- 
bility? You laymen should be taking the initiative 
in developing the program of the Church.” He 
also made a plea for the deepening of the spiritual 
_ life of the congregation. He suggested the need 
for prayer groups. “The possibilities latent in 
prayer groups,” he said, “are tremendous.” 


Again, Dr. Bonnell urged the men to seek deeper 
personal dedication to Christ’s service. He said, 
‘“‘We desperately need spiritual help. We must set 
aside a definite time each day for our devotional 
lives.”” It is hard to stand up to life, he said, with- 
out the steadying support of Christ. 


Finally, this metropolitan divine brought to the 
attention of the convention that in our day we face 
two rivals in the world for the allegiance of man: 
Christ and Communism. This constitutes another 
challenge to Christian men. He said that millions 
of people are convinced that salvation to them can 
come only through the philosophy of Communism. 
“Thousands of Communists in our American col- 
leges are a real danger.’”’ The idealistic emphasis 
of Communism appeals to them. This address by 
Dr. Bonnell was well-received, and there were many 
expressions of appreciation for it. 


Friday Night 


Friday night the subject centered around the 
general thought, “What Men Can Do Through 
Christian Citizenship.’”’ This session began with a 
devotional by Dr. Wallace M. Alston on the subject, 
“The Religion of the Inarticulate.’”’ Special music 
was given by Columbia Seminary Choir. 


Gov. Youngdahl 


Gov. Luther W. Youngdahl, of Minnesota, was 
the chief speaker at this session. Gov. Youngdahl 
is a member of the Messiah Lutheran Church of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He used as his subject, 
“The Challenge to Christian Laymen.” In this 
address he declared: “Our predicament in this 
generation is due to our unwillingness to accept 
Christ and follow Him.”’ He also deplored the fact 
that there is not enough difference today between 
the church member and the non-church member. He 
said, ““You have to put a badge on the church 
member in many places to distinguish him from the 
non-church member.” He told laymen that they 
can reach areas such as politics, business, and com- 
munity service which ministers cannot reach. 


Saturday Morning 


Dr. J. K. Fancher presided at the Saturday 
morning service. Two principal addresses were 
given at this session. Dr. W. M. Elliott, Jr., Pastor 
of the Highland Park Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas, Tex., delivered a stirring message on the 
subject, ‘“‘Begin With Yourself.’’ He asserted that 
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without a race of new creatures, our social schemes 
will fall apart at the seams. Until individuals are 
changed, society w.ll remain as it is. “The world 
problem is simply a stacked-up problem of you and 
me,”’ he declared. He related his message to three 
social conditions. First, the problem of alcoholism. 
He said that one of the most dangerous problems 
threatening our domestic life is alcoholism. It is 
one of the prime causes of mental ill health. It 
spoils careers and damns souls. He asked, “Are 
you a part of the malady, or a part of the cure?” 


In the second place, Dr. Elliott applied this 
subject to the marital situation in America. He 
observed that all around us homes are falling apart, 
and something should be done about this. This 
problem can only be solved by individuals. The 
third application was to the race problem. Although 
Dr. Elliott acknowledged that he had no ready-made 
answer for it, he said it is a problem to which we 
should be giving more thought than we have in the 
past. He closed by asking: “‘Are we in any way 
different from or superior to the world? Or are we 
nicely-veneered pagans?’ “The reason why the 
world does not take us seriously is because we are 
not different. What difference has Christ made in 
your life?”” This message of Dr. Elliott’s was soul- 
searching. 


Congressman Judd 


One of the outstanding addresses of the entire 
convention was by Congressman Walter H. Judd, of 
Minnesota, on the subject, “‘The World Task of the 
Christian.” Dr. Judd said that the predominant 
mood in our country today is that of frustration and 
fear. The struggle for freedom is the struggle to 
solve problems for ourselves. He warned of the 
danger of the “all-powerful government.”” He gave 
a marvelous analysis of the situation in Europe and 
Asia. He said: “Communism is conciliatory until 
it gains control.’”’ He deplored the fact that ‘“‘we 
will resist Communism in Europe and acquiesce to 
it in Asia.’””’ He observed that more than 60 per 
cent of the people live in Asia, and here is where 
the ultimate decision will be made. He said that 
he would be a pessimist and without hope if we were 
left to depend solely upon political solutions. He 
affirmed: “If we look only at the forces against us, 
we might as well jump off a high building; but 
there are forces for us, and we must see them.” 
This illuminating address required an hour and ten 
minutes, but it was so timely and authoritative that 
the audience was held in rapt attention until the 
very end. 


Saturday Afternoon 


Saturday afternoon there was a discussion pane! 
on the general subject, “The World Situation as It 
Confronts Christian Men.” Dean Rusk, of the 
State Department in Washington, was the principa! 
speaker. Judge Robert F. Kennon moderated the 
discussion period. Dr. Kenneth J. Foreman, Dr. 
Vernon S. Broyles, Congressman Walter H. Judd, 
Dean Rusk, and Dr. S. Hugh Bradley led in pane! 
discussions. 


Saturday Night 


The theme Saturday night was “What Men Can 
Do Through Money.’’ Clarence S. Johnson, of*St. 
Louis, presided at this session. The principal! 
speaker was Wilbur L. LaRoe, Jr., of Washington, 
D. C. Mr. LaRoe was former Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. He stated that al- 
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though he was scheduled to speak on the subject of 
money, he preferred to deal with other things that 
would be of interest to the convention. He gave a 
diagnosis of world conditions and said that one of 
the reasons for the tragedy of our day is that we 
have not given ourselves first of all to God. He 
distinguished between Christian discipleship and 
Church membership. He stated that the average 
person in a Church pew today feels that he is a 
spectator and wants to be entertained. This is the 
weakness of our Church, he declared. The remedy 
he explained is to turn Church membership into 
Christian discipleship. 


Sunday, November 6 


The Sunday morning session began at 9:30 with 
the subject, “‘What Men Can Do Through Christian 
Nurture.” T. Jasper Lowe presided at this service. 
Dr. W. T. Thompson of Richmond, Va., spoke on 
the subject, ‘‘A Man’s Primary Duty in Religious 
Education.” 


Dr. Thompson addressed his message primarily to 
fathers. He said, “The primary responsibility of 
men in religious education is for them to begin in 
the home.” He emphasized the fact that: “No man 
is too rich or too poor or too eminent or too busy 
to play with, work with, and love his boy... It 
never has been a simple, easy thing to raise a boy.” 
The speaker also declared: “‘The best contribution 
to religious education a man could make is to be a 
Christian man in his home, in his business, and in 
his Church today—with Christ at the core.”’ 


Dr. Fowle 


Dr. James L. Fowle, Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., challenged the 
men in attendance to enlist in a great crusade for 
Christ. Dr. Fowle preached a great sermon on the 
subject, “Under the Banner of the Cross.” He stated 
that the slogan of this convention is “Christ Is The 
Only Answer,” and raised the pertinent question, 
‘“‘But what Christ is the only answer?” With fervor 
he said: “It is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, very 
God of very God, or, as the Apostle’s Creed, states 
it, Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.” 


The morning preacher reminded the audience 
that “when Jesus is stripped of His Deity and be- 
comes just a good man or an able teacher, he is no 
more a moral and spiritual authority than countless 
others. The Christ of atoning redemption, the true 
revelation of God, the answer and the only answer 
to our world problems is the second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, and the Word who became flesh 
full of grace and truth, in whom dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily.” 


In contrast to some of the other speakers in this 
convention, Dr. Fowle showed Christian discern- 
ment in pointing out that only in Christ can men 
be spiritual brothers. This point is very timely as the 
popular phrase, ‘“‘the brotherhood of man,” has no 
foundation in the New Testament. 


Dr. Fowle closed with this appeal: “Let us cru- 
sade for such a Christ. Let us march against the 
forces of evil and place His banner above every 
sentinel of unrighteousness and His cross in the 
throne room of every heart.” 


Sunday Afternoon 


The closing session featured the subject, ‘What 
Men Can Do Through Personal Dedication.”” H. Roe 
Bartle, civic youth leader from Missouri, spoke on 
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“Re-Vitalizing our America.”” He declared that after 
investing 340 billion dollars to win the war, we still 
do not have peace. He further asserted that: ‘“There 
is one formula that will ensure the peace of the 
world, and that is the practical program of Chris- 
tianity. We must start building this program in 
our own backyard. Each one of us must say, 
‘Wherever I am, and with whatever I have, I will 
do my best for the Lord.” 


Dr. Fulton 


The closing message on the subject, ‘‘We Dedicate 
Ourselves,” was given by Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 


Executive Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 


sions. Dr. Fulton was especially fitted for this task, 
and in well-selected words he explained the mean- 
ing of dedication. He reminded the audience that 
true dedication must be without formalism. It is 
not something that can be pulled out of us by ritual. 
Dedication comes the hard way. It must come from 
within. It is an act in which the whole personality 
volunteers in devotion to Christ. 


Dr. Fulton stated that as we survey the world 
today, there are many things we cannot understand; 
and, as Christians, we should leave “the grand 
strategy of the Kingdom in the hands of God— 
the High Command.” He urged the group to be 
faithful witnesses for Jesus whether by life or 
death so that in either case Christ may be magnified 
in the body. He said: “Make yourselves ready for 
sacrifice, as men today may be called upon to seal 
with their blood the things they believe.” 


The closing speaker summoned the men to dedi- 
cate themselves to prayer. He said that to men of 
the world the thought of prayer as a solution to 
our problems seems like nonsense. But to the 
Christian it is: indispensable. He declared: “We 
have neglected prayer. This is the chief source of 
our failure as Christians. We have leaned upon 
men and methods but not on prayer. Our task 
is impossible without prayer. Our main line of de- 
fense is prayer.” 


Dr: Fulton, furthermore, urged the men to dedi- 
cate themselves to perserverance. He stated that 
having begun the task, we must see it through. 
We must employ the words of Paul, “I press on.” 
The Kingdom cannot be extended by timid and 
faithless men. In this connection, he said, ‘‘We must 
not allow opposition to intimidate us but must con- 
tinue the good work we have started.” 


The last thought expressed by the speaker was 
that worthwhile dedication must include sacrifice. 
“Triumphs for Christ cost,” the speaker said. “It 
cost God for world redemption. It cost our mis- 
sionaries sufferimg.’”’ He deplored the fact that our 
Christianity today is too soft. He observed: “We 
belong to a pampered Church. We have cheapened 
the word, ‘sacrifice,’ by careless use. We must 
stamp the word, ‘sacrifice,’ with the stamp of 
Calvary.’’ With a magnificent appeal to a greater 
loyalty to Christ by one who has never failed to 
demonstrate his own loyalty to the Saviour, this 
convention came to a close. 


This convention is certain to enlarge the vision 
of our Church and deepen the consecration of 
Presbyterian men to the Charter given by the 
Head of the Church. It is a striking demonstration 
to the men of our denomination that the Southern 
Presbyterian Church has the life of God in her 
heart and is worthy of perpetuating her life and 
testimony. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. William C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur ... Georgia 


Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive from 
Christ at death? 


A. The souls of believers are at their death made 
yerfect in holiness, and do immediately pass into 
rlory; and their bodies being still united to Christ 
do rest in their graves till the resurrection. 


Death does come into our homes apd into our 
classes sometimes from age, sometimes from ac- 
idents, sometimes from sickness, sometimes from 
war. What happens to a Christian believer at 
ceath? Our catechism is so clear here that some 
ninisters uSe the thirty-seventh and thirty-eighth 
enswers in their burial services. We want a definite 
word and these words have comforted many hearts. 
Briefly they mean that Christ has changed the face 
o* death. 


Perhaps you boys and girls would like an illustra- 
tion drawn from the days of knighthood and 
chivalry. Each knight carried a shining sword. 
Scmetimes he wore it in the scabbard hanging at 
his side, sometimes he grasped its flashing blade in 
his hand. When the sword was in the knight’s hand 
it Was separate from its scabbard, but im either 
case both sword and scabbard were united to the 
person of the knight. Let us compare the soul of 
a Christian to the sword and his body to the scab- 
bard, and let us think of the Person of Christ as 
like the person of the knight. When the Christian 
lives he is like the sword in the scabbard, body and 
soul joined together and attached to the Person of 
Christ. When the Christian dies it is like the knight 
taking the sword out of the scabbard and holding 
it up in his hand, for, then soul and body are 
separate one from the other. But here is the glorious 
thing: both soul and body are still united to the 
’erson of Christ as both the sword and the scab- 
bard are still united to the person of the kmight. 


As God changed the life of Paul on the Road to 
Damascus from an enemy of Christ to a devoted 
Apostle, as the Holy Spirit changed Peter at Pente- 
cost from a coward to a hero, so at death God 
breaks this evil self-will of ours and frees us from 
tte sinful desires of the flesh. As Jesus assured 
tre thief on the cross that he would be with HIM in 
paradise that day, and as Paul departed to be with 
Carist so those who die trusting in Jesus go to be 
with HIM in glory. We do not know too much 
about their place or condition. We know that 
heaven is one of the mansions of the Father’s house 
and that it is with Christ. 


“My knowledge of that life is small, 
The eye of faith is dim, 

But ’tis enough that Christ knows all, 
And I shall be with Him.” 


When one of our loved ones dies we carefully 
lay his body in a coffin as if we were tucking a 
child in to sleep. We are not saying goodbye for- 
ever. Because Jesus died and rose again those who 
sleep in HIM, He will bring with Him when He 
returns in glory. Until then we trust them body as 
Well as soul to the.r loving Saviour’s keeping. He 
Watches over them whether their bodies sleep in the 


graveyard at home or in beautiful cemeteries the 
Government has made for the soldiers in Holland 
or in Australia. Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote: 


‘“‘And, friends, dear friends, when it shall be 
That this low breath is gone from me, 

And round my bier ye come to weep, 

Let one, most loving of you all, 

Say, “‘Not a tear must o’er her fall— 

‘He giveth His beloved sleep.’ ”’ 


Q. 38. What benefits do believers receive from 
Christ at the resurrestion? 


A. At the resurrection, believers being raised up 
in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and ac- 
quitted in the day of judgment, and made perfectly 
blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity. 


Railroad men call the end of the line the 
terminal. In railroad terms, death for a believer 
is not a terminal but only a tunnel with the throne 
of God and of the Lamb at the other end. Or to 
return to the illustration we used in our last study: 
as the knight returns the sword to its scabbard; so 
when He comes again, God will raise up our 
bodies and return our souls to them. God made the 
whole man, body and soul, and in Christ God saves 
the whole man body as well as soul. Of course, it 
is only God who can raise the dead. So when we 
believe in the Resurrection we are necessarily 
believing in God, in His Almighty Power that did 
raise Christ up from the dead. 


When we entrust ourselves to Christ our Saviour, 
He says to us as he did to the paralytic: “Son 
(Daughter), be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.’’ Now this occurs in the hidden places of the 
heart. When Christ comes in His glory He is to sit 
upon the throne of His glory and before Him are to 
be gathered all nations. ‘‘We shall all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ to render account of 
the deeds done in the flesh.” The word of forgive- 
ness spoken in the secret of our hearts is now to be 
publicly declared. 


Jesus says that those who confess Him before 
men, He will confess before His Father in heaven. 
As a name is read out, the recording angel reads 
from the books that he believed in Christ, that he 
confessed the Savior with His lips and with His 
life. And then the Savior Himself reads out that 
—— as one of His own written in the Lamb’s book 
of life. 


“Jesus Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress: 
‘Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed 
With joy shail litt up my head. 


“Bold shall I stand in that great day: 
For who aught to my charge shall lay? 
Fully, through these absolved (freed) I am 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.” 


The enthroned Christ shall say: “Come ye blessed 
of my Father inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the toundation of the world.” ‘“‘And these 
shall go into everlasting life.” 
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Everlasting life is a perfect blessedness in God 
and with God. It is not only that we are to find 
God in heaven, but that in God we are to find 
heaven. “To sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob was the phraseology of the Old Testament, 
but to sit with US—with Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost—this is Christ’s language, this is New Testa- 
ment language’’ (Goodwin). God is the portion of 
His people. He has made us for Himself and we are 
restless until we rest in Him. The psalmist speaks 
of God as “‘my exeeeding joy.”’ In Thy presence 
there are joys forever more. 


The return of Christ and the Ressurrection of 
His people is the great event of the future. All the 
eyes of prophecy are fixed upon it. The Christian 
life is like a bird supported by two wings. One 
of these is the precious faith resting on what Christ 
has done for us, the other is the blessed hope 
directed to His return in glory and all He will do 


then. This answer gives four specific things. He 
will do then: raise us up, acknowledge us, acquit us 
in the judgment, and make us perfectly blessed in 
enjoying God forever. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Dec. 18: The 
Universal God 


Scripture: Isaiah 7:14; Jeremiah 29; 31; Luke 1. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 139:1-10. 


‘“‘O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee: 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in Thine ocean depth its flow 
May richer, fuller, be.”’ 


We might well say, “O love that would not let 
Israel go,” Israel, given to “perpetual backslid- 
ings’’; or, “O love that would not let the world go,” 
a world steeped in sin and rebellion against God. 
It was because God “‘so loved the world,” that He 
chose Abram that in his seed all the nations of 
the earth should be blessed. All of God’s being and 
nature is back of the Plan of Salvation, but 
particularly His Love, and that love is an ever- 
lasting love: “‘I have loved thee with an everlasting 
love and with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” 


As we see from our Devotional Reading, Psalm 
139, we can not get away from Him. He knows all 
about us personally — our down-sitting, and our 
up-rising, our thoughts, our ways, our words. There 
is no place where we can flee from His presence: 
“If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermost part of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” 


I. The Universal God Sends a Savior for All 
Men: Isaiah 7:14. “Therefore the Lord himself 
shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.”’ This verse is quoted in Matthew 1:23 
as applying to Jesus, so we can have no doubt of its 
Messianic character. How anyone can question the 
“Virgin Birth’ of our Lord when he reads the 
accounts of that birth as related by both Matthew 
and Luke, is hard to see. There is no doctrine 
more clearly taught than this essential foundation 
fact about Jesus Christ. Those who believe in the 
Inspiration of the Scripture and the supernatural, 
have no difficulty with this teaching any more than 
many others. There is mystery in it, of course: it is 
more than finite minds can fully comprehend; but 
that is true of many everyday inventions of men. 
I, for one, do not.pretend to completely understand 
the radio, or radar, or the atom bomb, but I do 
not shake my head in stubborn unbelief. 


The name given to our Savior in this promise and 
prophecy is a very striking one—Immanuel, God 
with us. God has come to visit the earth in the 
person of His Son, to bring salvation to the peoples 
of the earth. As John puts it, “‘The Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among men.”’ 


While coming through, and to, the Jewish nation, 
He is to be a universal Savior, as was promised 
to Abraham when he was called to be the head of 
the chosen people. Although coming first to the 
“lost sheep of the house of Israel,” His glorious 
Gospel was to go to all the lost men and women of 
the world. His kingdom is to be an everlasting 
kingdom and a universal kingdom: every knee sha!! 
bow, and every tongue confess Him. The Gentiles 
are included. God was not forgetting, or neglecting 
the world when He chose a particular nation to 
preserve the true religion, but in infinite wisdom 
and love was carrying out His Plan. Jesus brings 
this out both in His “Little Gospel.’’ John 3:15, 
and in His Great Command and Commission. 


Il. The Universal God Cares for His Displaced 
Captives: Jer. 29. This chapter begins with a com- 
forting letter which Jeremiah is to write to the 
dispersed captives in Babylon. 


1. It gives these captives some common sense 
advice. He tells them to “make themselves at home” 
in the land of their exile, for they will be there 
for seventy years. He tells them to “build ye houses, 
and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the 
fruit of them; take ye wives, and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters to husbands, that they may bear 
sons and daughters; that ye may be increased 
there, and not diminished. And seek the peace of 
the city whither I have caused you to be carried 
away captive, and pray unto the Lord for it: for 
in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.” This is 
good advice for the many thousands of “Displaced 
Persons” which we have as the result of World 
War II. We hope and pray that those who come to 
America may be a blessing to us. 


2. He warns them against the false prophets who 
have not been sent of God. These men are but 
“dreamers”’ with no message. 


3. In verse 10, “For thus saith the Logd, Tha; 
after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon | 
will visit you, and perform my good word toward 
you, in causing you to return to this place.” God 
had not forgotten His “Displaced Persons.” ‘For 
I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith 
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Christmas 


BIBLE STORYTIME RECORDS come in four volumes of 
three records each, six sides of favorite Bible stories 
and songs. Unbreakable; 7-inch size. Each side 
illustrated, full color. Child size, child appeal. 


They'll love them! 


PILGRIM’S PROGRESS is beautiful new gift edition of 
John Bunyan’s immortal classic. Simplified but 
eloquent 30-page story. Four-color plates and wash 
drawings. Inspirational, fascinating, unforgettable. 
Bound in Glossy Kromekote....................75« 


Each Volume, including Fed. Tax.. .. 


.... Only $1.05 


Progress 


creative, educational.......... 


2 CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 


BIBLE VISUALIZED BOX SETS! Millions of books sold. 
Fascinating, reverent, Biblical; for all ages. Each 
book 48 pages; each box 144 pages; 675 full-color 
continuity pictures. 
Box 2071—Life of Christ Visualized. Box Set $1.35 
Box 2072—New Testament Stories Visualized, 

Box Set $1.35 


BIBLE STORYTIME CUT-OUT BOOK includes eight favor- 
ite Bible stories, printed word for word as told on 
Storytime Records in Vols. 3 and 4. Also six big 
9 x 10” sheets of Bible art, full-color figures to cut 


out and assemble into stand-up story scenes. Fun, 
es 


5 STANDARD BIBLE STORY READERS for children up to 
10. Best-loved Old and New Testament stories, 18 to 
24 each book; prayers, ms. Best Biblical four- 
color art. 144 pages each —_ 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL— 


k. Blue cloth, each $1.25 


Entire set five volumes................... Only $5.00 


SEE ALL THESE AND OTHER STANDARD GIFTS 
AT YOUR BOOK STORE, or write us direct 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 


the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end,” or “hope in your latter 
end” (R.V.) “And ye shall seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your heart.’ 
—“and I will turn away your captivity and I will 
gather you from all the nations, and from all the 
places whither I have driven,you, saith the Lord; 
and I will bring you again into the place whence I 
caused you to be carried away captive.” Here is 
indeed a gracious promise to these chastened and 
captive children. 


Is there not a very practical lesson for us in 
these verses? We have multitudes of “D.P.’s” to- 
day, and our papers are constantly referring to 
them. In Jeremiah’s time it was customary for 
conquerors to take people from their native lands 
and carry them to foreign countries. They did this 
to insure themselves against rebellions after their 
armies were removed. A somewhat similar result 
has come about as the aftermath of our cruel war. 
There are a great many of these displaced persons 
in Europe, and we have agreed to give a certain 
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number of them homes in America. Now, as we 
have said, part of this advice of Jeremiah would 
be fine for them to follow, and we hope they will. 
We cannot promise them that they can go back to 
their homes in seventy years, and they probably 
would not care to do this, but expect to make 
America their permanent home. They should seek 
the peace and welfare of their adopted country. 
Their sad experience should lead them also to seek 
and find God. 


What is our duty towards these unfortunate men 
and women? We have a splendid opportunity to 
welcome them in the name of Christ as our fellow- 
Christians, or, if they are not Christians, to use our 
influence and kindness to bring them to Him. They, 
as well as other immigrants, give us Foreign Mis- 
sions at our door. One article which I read recently 
struck me very forcefully. A certain family was 
received into a Lutheran community: the preacher 
was “on the job,”’ the family were welcomed to his 
church, and made to feel at home. Here is some- 
thing practical which others can do. 


If our Saviour, looking at the multitudes wander- 
ing as sheep without a shepherd, was moved with 
compassion, should not our hearts be stirred by the 
plight of these unfortunate wanderers? For our 
own safety and benefit we should seek to make 
good citizens out of them: for the sake of Christ, 
we should seek to make Christians out of them, 
or encourage them, if they already belong to the 
household of faith. They can be a blessing or a 
burden, or even a curse; much depends upon our 
attitude and helpfulness. 

III. The Universal God Plans Glorious Things 
for Zion. Jeremiah 31. ‘‘Yea I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness 
have I drawn thee.” 


God has, at times, to chasten His people. Whom 


the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and scourgeth every ° 


son whom He receiveth. He had to sorely chasten 
Israel, but afterwards it yielded the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, for there came restoration 
and joy. Their weeping led to singing. As one of 
their psalmists put it, He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his she&ves 
with him. God has not cast off His people. Paul 
tells us that the Jews will come to Christ. (Study 
Romans II). 


Some Questions For Study 
And Discussion 


Did the Jewish nation carry out God’s purpose 
for them to be a Missionary nation? What was the 
attitude of Jonah? What did Solomon pray for in 
his prayer of dedication? Has the Church ever been 
chastized for failure? Is it right to spend huge 
sums of money on church buildings while our mis- 
sionary work suffers? 


Lesson For Dec. 25: 
God's Messiah 

Scripture: Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:1-7; 11:1-9; Jeremiah 
33:14-18; Luke 2. Devotional Reading: John 1:1-14. 
The names of the Messiah used by John in this first 
chapter of his Gospel are very significant. (See 
Devotional Reading). John goes further back than 
either Matthew or Luke in tracing the genealogy of 
our Savior: “In the beginning was the Word and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God— 
And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father) full of grace and 


truth.”’ The Incarnation as we have it in the Gospels 
is one of the most profound mysteries and glorious 
facts of our glorious Gospel. 


The “Word,” the “Light,” the “Lamb of God”’: 
these names all bring out some of the wonders of 
God manifest in the flesh, Immanuel, God with us. 
His reception by the world, and even by “His own” 
was most disappointing, pathetic, and tragic: ‘“‘He 
was in the world, and the world was made by Him, 
and the world knew him not. He came unto his 
own (own things), and his own, (they that were his 
own) received him not.” There were some, however 
who did receive him:’’ “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power (the right) to become 
the sons of God.”’ 


The prophets spoke many words concerning His 
coming. Part of these predictions, like Isaiah 53 
and Psalm 22, and many others, tell of His suffer- 
ings and death — His Redemptive work; part de- 
scribe His glorious reign—the Kingdom prophesies. 
Most of the ones we study today take up this side 
of His coming. 


I. Isaiah 2:2-4: A Time of Judgment and Peace. 
The Old Testament is full of these pictures which 
describe the time we are all hoping for, when truth, 
righteousness, justice and peace will prevail on the 
earth. I suppose that this “war-weary’’ world is 
more concerned with the last phrase of verse 4 
than any other part of these verses: “neither shall 
they learn war any more. Let us remember, how- 
ever, that the other three must come before there 
can be real peace, for peace which is not based on 
truth, righteousness, and justice, can never be 
lasting. 


The “‘devil’s university” will be closed one day, 
neither shall they learn war any more.”’ The mis- 
guided people of earth have been “learning war’’ 
ever since the four kings fought the five kings in 
the valley of Salt; in fact war began when sin 
entered, and when Cain murdered Abel, for war is 
“wholesale murder.’’ More money, energy and time 
have been spent in this bloody business than in any 
other way. Our bill for War is far more than for all 
other things, education, business, missions, recrea- 
tion, and we spent hundreds of millions of dollars 
learning how to break up the atom, and now we 
wonder if it will not “break up the world” and 
destroy civilization. Like the man in fiction who 
invented the monster, we are afraid of that which 
we have made. According to the papers the scient- 
ists themselves are “‘scared to death,”’ to quote one 
of these reports. 


It will be a happy day when the people of earth 
shall learn war no more, when “the devil’s univer- 
sity’’ will be forever closed, the doors locked, and 
the president and chief instructor chained in the 
bottomless pit. War is the most senseless act of 
man, and the height of folly is to learn to fight, 
but judgment must precede peace. 


Il. Isaiah 9:1-7: A Great Light; A Marvellous 
Child; A Glorious Government. 


1. A Great Light. This is one of John’s favorite 
words, both in his Gospel and Epistles. The people 
that walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
Darkness is one of the devil’s best weapons; he is 
the ruler of the powers of darkness. If we can keep 
men and women ignorant, keep them from seeing 
the light and knowing the truth, then he can rule 
them successfully. This is also the favorite method 
of apostate churches, and oppressive and corrupt 
governments: to “fool the masses” is the chief 
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business of politicians and dictators; it is only the 
people who ‘know the truth” that are free. “The 
whole world was lost in the darkness of sin: the 
Light of the world is Jesus’: “I am the Light of 
the World.” 


2. A Marvellous Child. His marvellous character 
is revealed in His Name—a five fold name. 


“Wonderful.’”” Everything about this Child is 
wondertul, but there are three “wonders” that 
tower above the others: The Wonder of His 
Cradle; the Wonder of His Cross; The Wonder of 
His Crown. 


The Wonder of His Cradle—His Birth, including 
all the events connected with it: born of a Virgin, 
born in a stable—laid in a manger, worshipped by 
shepherds and wise men, prophesied about by saints. 
(See Luke 2). 


The Wonder of His Cross—His Death and Resur- 
rection. The Cross we glory in is not a erucifix with 
a dead Saviour hanging on it, but an empty cross, 
for the One Who hung there is risen, ascended, 
reigning. The tomb we revere is an empty tomb, 
for death could not hold Him. 


The Wonder of His Crown. “On His head were 
many crowns, or diadems. The crowning Day is 
coming by and by. when every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that He is King. 


“Counsellor.”’ In Him are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. Never man spake like this 
man. We know that thou art a teacher sent from 
God. The great passage in Proverbs concerning 
wisdom applies to Him. 


“The Mighty God.” Believe me, He said. for the 
very work’s sake. His power over Disease. Demons, 
Nature, Death, all prove Him to be “The Mighty 
God.” 


“The Fvyerlactine Father.” Tn whom every family 
in Heaven and earth is named. 


“The Prince of Peace.” Jehovah-Shalom.” “The 
T.ord send peace.” praved Gideon. the soldier. 
Permanent peace will come when He comes. 


3. A Glorious Government. This world is todav a 
conelomeration of all sorts of vovernment: some 
enod. some had. some indifferent: but all fanltv. 
We are livine in an ace of a stranve mixture of 
iron and elav. of dictatarshin and demoeracv The 
rovernments of the world caem to he ernmblinc. 
Onr on'v Hone is in His rnle of Justice. Truth and 
Peace. Mav it coon come! In the second netition, 
which is. ‘Thv Kinedom come,’ we prav that Satan’s 
Kinedom mav be destroved, that the Kinedom of 
grace may be advanced, ourselves and others 


broucht into it¥and kept in it, and that the kingdom | 


of glory may be hastened.” 


IIT. Isaiah 11:1-9: The Character of the Messiah 
and His Reign. 


1. The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him. 
His wisdom and understanding are the wisdom and 


understanding of God. His wisdom as Judge is far . 


greater than the wisdom of Solomon, for Solomon 
eould and did make manv sad mistakes: but this 
Judge will make no mistakes or show any partiality; 
with righteousness shall he judge the poor. 


2. His rule shall he severe in regard to the 
wicked: He shall -m‘te them with the rod of His 
mouth. (See Paul in II Thes.) Righteousness, faith- 
fulness and peace will be characteristic of His 
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Sermons And 
Prayers Of 
PETER 
MARSHALL 


This selection of ser- 
mons and prayers are 
set up typographically 
word for word just as 
they were taken into 
the pulpit by Peter 
Marshall, late Chaplain 
of the United States 
Senate. Peter Marshall had attained a na- 
tional reputation at an age when most clergy- 
men are unknown. 

Peter Marshall spoke before congregations 
that included some of the most powerful men 
in Washington. People waited for hours to 
gain admittance to his services each Sunday. 
Senators left their committee meetings to 
hear his famous Senate prayers. 

These sermons are not addressed to the 
great and the near-great, but rather to the 
man in the street, the man he preferred to 
call ‘‘Mr. Jones.” There are no other sermons 
like these, for there was no other like Peter 
Marshall. Price $2.50. 
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FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
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re'on. The whole earth will he in complete sub- 
jection and perfect harmony. Sin upset the animal 
creation as well as mankind, and the whole creation 
groans together waiting for this time to come. 


IV. Jeremiah 33:14-18: The Lord Our Right- 
eousness. We have here another one of those re- 
vealing combination-names of God; Jehovah-tsid- 
kenu— “The Lord our righteousness” (See verse 
11, and Romans 10th chanter for a discussion of 
the Righteousness of God.) 


All our ri¢ehteousness are as filthy rags in the 
sight of God. We must have righteousness if we 
are to come into God’s presence, for, without 
holiness no man can see the Lord. Someone has 
well said that this righteousness is “imported, 
imputed. and imparted.” even the righteousness of 
Christ which is imputed to us and received by faith 
alone. In Justification, Christ’s righteousness is 
imputed to us; in Sanctification, it is imparted to 
us and we become partakers of His righteousness. 


V. Luke 2: These Prophesies Fulfilled: The Birth 
of Christ. We have His Birth in Bethlehem, the 
visit of the Shepherds, the presentation of the 
Child. the Prophecy of Simeon, of Anna, the visit 
to Jerusalem. 


Some Questions For Thought 
And Discussion 


Discuss the relation of fulfilled prophecy and the 
Inspiration of the Bible. In what two ways is He 
our Peace”? Our Righteousness? Distinguish be- 
tween Justification and Sanctification. 


| | 
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DOCTOR OF THE HAPPY LANDINGS Gi F T B O00 K L ET Ss 

By Eugene & Julia Lake Kellersberger Richly 

jy in a highly readable style, like letters 6 —— : handsomely decorated. With enve- 

a Kellersbergers tell of their visit to the leprosy opes. Eac c. 

colonies around the world. Through medical science 

@ creat advances are being made, and through conse- While Mr. Jones, a “successful” 

eration great spiritual healings have been wrought. 

Breaking through the barriers of superstition and bin 

# unfounded fear, the authors proclaim a message of blustery self-assertion nor his 

hope for those with crippled bodies but indestruct- money won him admission to the 

manger—there had to be a change 


ible souls. $2.00. in his heart. 
The Man Who Owned The Stable 
By Armand L. Currie 
A simple tale of one whose sympa- 
thies were broad, whose love was 
deep, and who offered a stable to 
weary strangers, later to learn that 
his manger had cradled a King. 
MY SON 


By Armand L. Currie 
Joseph, the skillful craftsman and 
humble man of God, tells his story 
of the miraculous birth and the 
formative years through which he 
and Mary guided the Son of God. 

A STAR IS BORN 

By Kenneth G. Phifer 
In the face of imminent disaster, 
the innkeeper’s daughter recalls 
how, as she saw and touched the 
Babe, such light entered her heart 
that she was forever after free from 


On Toward The Goal 


Sermons Of Hope And 
Encouragement 


By John Calvin Reid 


These seventeen sermons are Biblical, fresh, imagina- 
tive, and carefully prepared. “In an age when men 
are confused, perplexed, fearful, it is heartening to 
read sermons such as these ... which deal with the 
age-old problems of common men in terms of the 
Word of God.” —Monday Morning. $2.00. 
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“He was a man of great piety and great wit, a man PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


with strength of soul and fine personal charm ... He 
put the whole power of his spirit into his beseechings Box 1020 Box 1176 
of Almighty God."" Congressional Record. $2.50. Dallas, Tex. Richmond, Va. 
THE Finest Story Marion's Big Book Of Bible Stores .. $3.50 
; e Stores For Boys An 
| Books AVAILABLE Girls (Engstrom) .. $1.96 
; The Child's Story Bible (Vos) _.. . $3.95 Bible Homes And Families 
(Beautiful New Edition (Edwards) $1.50 


Just Received) 


First Steps For Little Feet In PELOUBET’ S Notes 


; Gospel Paths (Foster). _ $1.25 For 1950 

: Story Of The Gospel (Foster) _ __ $1.00 By Wilbur M. Smith 

$ Foster's Story Of The Bible __ _ _ _ $2.25 A Commentary on the International Sun- 
2 Bible Pictures And What day School Lesson for Christian Teaching. 
$ They Teach Us ea The sixty-sixth annual volume. This book 
¢  Egermeir's Picture Story covers every phase of the lesson from a 
Life Of Christ scholarly analysis to suggested references. 
Egermeir’s Bible Story Book $2.95 $2.75 

$  Egermeir’s Child’s Culture Edition _ 3.95 ORDER FROM 

$ Hurlbut’s Story Of The Bible . .. See The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
3 Marion's Favorite Bible Stories __ $1.50 Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For December 
Dec. 18: Great Joy To All Men 


Introduction 


The purpose of this program is to acquaint your 
group with the stories behind the great Christmas 
carols that are being sung around the world in this 
Christmas season. If there is any one part of our 
Christian heritage that has world-wide appeal 
— all groups and classes it is the Christmas 
carols. 


In Presbyterian Youth the stories behind several 
of our best known carols are presented and a good 
program arranged. There is always one thing that 
seems to be lacking in so much Christmas celebra- 
tion. We all are going to be receiving presents and 
having a good time, so we join in the joyous note 
of the carols. Many of us move on up a note and 
fix our attention upon the God who gave us His 
Son at this season of the year and we enter into 
the note of thanksgiving. And in a world such as 
ours we often look forward with hope to that day 
when in deed and in truth there shall be “peace on 
earth and good-will among men.”’ But we must also 
add the other note. Even as those first shepherds 
who heard the Christmas story were witnesses who 
went into the city and passed on the story, even so 
all we who hear it today are witnesses who must go 
into all the world and pass on the story. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 


One of the carols suggested in Presbyterian 
Youth is: ‘‘Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night.” The 
passage of Scripture that inspired this hymn was 
Ezekiel 3:16-21, along with Isaiah 21:11-12. This 
passage in Ezekiel is one of the best in all the 
Bible to lay upon our hearts our responsibility as 
witnesses. Let us include in our program a lied of 
that passage, using some such outline as the fol- 
lowing: 


1. We have been commissioned to be watchmen. 
Ezekiel 3:16-17. Ezekiel was commissioned to be a 
watchman. He was to watch for signs of the ene- 
mies, hear the Word of God, and warn the people. 
You and I too have been commissioned by our Lord 
to be watchmen. To be good watchmen we must not 
only watch for the enemies of the souls of men at 
work in our world today, but we must take the 
time to hear the Word of God, listen to God speak- 
ing to us through the Bible, through the Christmas 
story. And when we have heard clearly we must go 
and warn men of the wages of sin and tell them 
that a Saviour has come. To hear the Christmas 
story that “unto you is born this day a Saviour” is 
to be commissioned to go forth into all the world 
and tell the world that men will die in their sins 
unless they receive the Saviour that has been born. 


2. We have been commanded to be witnesses. 
Ezekiel 3:18-21. God has a message of judgement 
and mercy for this world, and you and I who have 
received the Lord Jesus Christ are commissioned to 
tell the world of this judgement and merey. As we 


face this task there are three great truths that we 
must ever keep in mind. 


(a) We must answer to God for our witness. 
Ezek. 3:18-20. The wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. This is everlastingly true, and unless men 
receive the gift they will die in their sins and col- 
lect the wages of sin, which is everlasting death and 
separation from God and from life. If you and I do 
not tell men this truth they shall die in their sins, 
but God will hold you and me responsible. We 
shall have to one day stand in the presence of God 
and declare why we have sung the glad carols of a 
Saviour who was born, and yet have never done 
one thing to lead men to that Saviour. The blood of 
those to whom we should witness but to whom we 


do not, swill be required of us at the judgement 


seat of Christ. 


(b) We are not responsible for how men receive 
the witness. Ezek. 3:19. But when we faithfully tell 
men of the Saviour who has come and has died for 
"ns many pay no attention and seem not to care. 
What shall we do? We must faithfully witness, for 
it is not of us but of the Spirit of God that re- 
pentance and faith are born. We are to witness, 
God must move the heart. When we witness faith- 
fully we have done our duty and are clear before 
the throne of God. 


(c) When we witness to men some will be saved 
and we will be cleared. When we witness God 
works and we shall have the joy of seeing men 
renent and believe and rise to walk in new life, and 
when they do we know that we have fulfilled our 
responsibility to God and that God is blessing. The 
purpose of the Christmas story\ and the Christmas 
earols is that by song and stor’ we might witness 
in such a way that many will believe and accept 
the Saviour who came at Christmas. 


Suggestions 


In Presbyterian Youth the program is outlined 
with hymns and speakers. You might follow that 
outline exactly as it is and at the close use a study 
of the Scripture Lesson as outlined above. Or if it 
would have more meaning close to the hymn you 
might insert the Bible study just after the singing 
of the hymn: ‘‘Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night.” 
At any rate be sure to insert this study of our re- 
sponsibility to witness as part of this Christmas 
program. 


Dec. 25: Treasure In Earthen Vessels 


Introduction —_ 


The most wonderful part of the Christmas story 
is that not only could the people of the first cen- 
tury look at Jesus and say. “God is with us,” but 
we also today can say, “God is with us.” Christ is 
a risen. living Saviour and the Christian life today 
is simply a life lived in fellowship with the Christ 
who lives in our hearts. and when Christ is in our 
hearts “‘God is with us,” 
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In Presbyterian Youth this program is composed 
of stories from the lives and labors of several out- 
standing Christians, ancient and modern, whose 
lives illustrate clearly that God was with them 
through the presence of the living Christ, and the 
Church of God moves on today because God is with 
those who put their faith in Christ. 


But the important part of our program is not 
that we see and know those in whom Christ dwells, 
but that we find how we may know that Christ 
lives in our hearts, that God is with us day by day. 
For our Scripture Lesson let us use that passage 
of Scripture from which we get our topic for this 
evening, a passage that speaks of our having this 
treasure in our hearts and of our responsibility to 
let the treasure be openly manifest to all in our 
life and service, and then let us compare Christ’s 
life with our Christian lives to see how we may 
know and manifest “God is with us.” We can well 
use the following study, based on suggestions by 
Pastor James Smith. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
II Corinthians 4:5-11 


“But we have this treasure in earthen ves- 
sels ... that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our bodies.’”? Our Christian life is to be 
a life that in every part and at all times reveals 
“re presence of Christ. How can we live the Christ 
ife? 


1. It is a life received from God. We can not live 
the Christian life and manifest the presence of 
Christ merely by starting out to imitate Him and 
do the same thines that He did. In Luke 1:35 we 
read that Christ was horn from ahove by the work 
of the Holv Snirit in the womh of His Mother Marv. 
He was trnulv horn from ahove Not anlyv hv a virgin 
birth hut inst as trulv hv the Snirit of God. You 
and T to he Chrictians and have the Christ life to 
live must he born from ahove hv the work of the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts. (John 3:1-16). Unless we 
have heen horn again bv trusting the Lord Jesus 
Chrict in Snirit-horn faith we are not even eligible 
“ Nive the Christ life. enough less are we able to 

o it. 


2 It ts a life surrendered to God. The Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself said that He eonuld do nothing of 
Himecelf. hut only what He caw the Father do. 
(Tohn 5°19). Yon and I who have heen born from 
ahove and have heeome children of God are not our 
awn we have heen honeht with a price. the pre- 
hlood of the Lord Jesus: therefore our only 
reasonable service is to vield ourselves completely 
to God as those that are alive from the dead and to 
present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. 
(Rom. 6:13; 12:1-2). Until we have relinquished 
contro! of our lives and turned that control over to 
the living Christ we can never live the Christ life. 


3. It is a life empowered by the Spirit of God. 
The Holy Spirit came upon the Lord Jesus at His 
baptism (John 1:32) and from that baptism Jesus 
went to the Synagogue at Nazareth and declared: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” (Luke 4:18). 
Luke tells us that this return to Nazareth was “in 
the power of the Spirit.” (Luke 4:14). Later on 
Peter refers to this and says that “God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power.” (Acts 10:38). The life of Christ was em- 
powered by the Holy Spirit of God. When you and 
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I truly believe on the Lord Jesus Christ we are 
anointed with the Holy Spirit and He comes to 
make His home in our hearts. Only as we fully 
vield to the leading of the Holy Spirit can we have 
the power of the Spirit. Only as we have the 
power of the Spirit can we live the Christ life. 
(Acts 2:38-39: I Cor. 6:19-20; Romans 8:9-12; 
Galatians 5:16-18). 


4. It is a life of service for God. From the very 
beginning of the life of our Lord Jesus we see that 
He was always about His Father’s business. (Luke 
2:49). Always He lived on the principle: “I delight 
to do Thy will, O God.” (Psa. 40:7). If Christ is 
really in our hearts His Spirit will impel us to move 
in the same way that He did. How did He move? He 
said: “‘The Son of man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” (Mark 10:45). If Christ be in us we will 
live as He lived, not for self, but for others and for 
God. This is the final proof of the reality of our 
profession. 


Suggestions 


Follow the program as outlined in Presbyterian 
Youth, and close with a study of the way to live a 
life that clearly manifests the presence of Christ 
in all its activities. Let the leader emphasize that 
the purpose of studying the lives of others is that 
we may learn how to live the same life ourselves. 
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11 VOLUMES 


Barnes’ Notes 
on the INGW Lestament 


World's Favorite Commentary for the 
Christian Layman, Sunday School Teacher, 
Mission Worker, Pastor, and 
all Students of the Bible. 


Send $3.50 with order, and $3.00 each 
month until payment is complete. 
CONVENIENT PURCHASE PLAN. Volumes may also be ordered individually, 
| at $3.00 per volume, except $3.50 
for Revelation. 


r [) Please send me a complete set of Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament (11 ——. 


ORDER FROM 


BAKER BOOK HOUS 


YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 


GRAND RAPIDS 6, 
MICHIGAN 


$ Enclosed [) Send C.O.D. [ Charge my Account 
! [) I have enclosed $3.50 and wil! send $3.00 per month until payment is complete. 
[) Please send me the volume of Barnes’ Notes on the Old Testament which | have 
checked as they are issued. 
Send C.O.D. Charge my Account 
A December. Job Il. 363 Pages........ May. Isaiah I. 509 Pages cope 
' ! January. Job Il. 339 Pages........ June. Isaiah II. 446 Pages $3. 
I. 432 Pages... July. Daniel I. 324 Pages $3.00 
L | February. Psalms I. g = 
March. Psalms II. 448 Pages...... August. Daniel II. 308 Pages t , 
D Name Address 
City Zone State 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
December 1949 


December 11: Bible Sunday. 

December 11-18: Ministerial Relief Week. 

December 25: Christmas. Life Dedication Day. Stu- 
dent Night. 

Circle Meeting: Topic, “‘The Parting Discourse,” 
based on John 15-17. 

Monthly Emphasis: Ministerial Relief. The Joy Gift. 

General Meeting: Topic, “Joy To The World.” 

Five-minute message by Secretary of Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief. 


Welcome Home! 


Tuesday November first was an important day 
for the Board of Women’s Work, with headquarters 
in Atlanta, Ga. A long-distance call on Monday 


morning brought news direct from Miss Janie W. 
McGaughey, Executive Secretary, Board of 
Woman’s Work, and Mrs. H. D. Haberyan, member 
of the Board of World Missions and also of the 
Board of Woman's Work, that they had arrived in 
New York, N. Y., a few hours earlier, had cleared 
customs, and had secured train reservations for the 
trip to Atlanta, Ga., and Shreveport, La., leaving 
New York that evening. At 3:30 P.M. Tuesday 
members of the Board of Woman’s Work, together 
with members of the Staff, were at the Terminal 
Station to greet Miss McGaughey. After all the 
many occasions when she has been met by delega- 
tions of missionary and other church friends in 
Brazil, this homecoming was a fitting climax to her 
trip. Miss McGaughey and Mrs. Haberyan traveled 
over 18,000 miles and used various modes of travel, 
including airplane, train, pick-up truck, bus and 
“basket” (about which last named they will have to 
tell more later). They visited the three missions of 
our Church in Brazil and many mission stations. 


| a | nL. 
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Miss McGaughey returned radiant with joy and 
gratitude for the manifold blessings and mercies of 
God showered upon her and Mrs. Haberyan through- 
out the entire trip which started August 11. Much 
is in the heart of each of these friends to give the 
Church at home. It is with deep gratitude that the? 
are being welcomed home. The Church at home 
awaits with eager anticipation messages from our 
two ambassadors to Brazil. As the prayers of the 
Church have undergirded these loved fellowworkers 
throughout these recent weeks as they traveled in 
Brazil, so there will continue to be offered in their 
behalf prayer for their continued witnessing to the 
power of God as they have seen His Spirit mightily 
at work in the hearts and lives of the people of 
Brazil. 


The Women of the Church welcome these be- 
loved friends home and eagerly look forward to 
having firsthand reports of their mission. 


Worldwide Bible 
Reading 


Since 1945 the Thanksgiving to Christmas Bible 
Reading Program has quite justly been called 
Worldwide Bible Reading. Last year, with the en- 
dorsement of President Truman and thirty-eight 
State Governors, the program exceeded that of any 
other year. In addition to the 12,000,000 book- 
marks listing the readings distributed by the 
American Bible Society, over 20,000,000 copies of 
the list appeared in newspapers and magazines, not 
only of a religious nature, but the secular press as 
well. 


The worldwide aspect of the program grows 
from year to year. The reading lists, the poster 
and other materials are regularly prepared in var- 
ious foreign languages, and enthusiastic reports 
came last year from thirty-four nations scattered 
as far around the globe as Greece, Brazil, Siam, 
China, Japan and Korea. 


The role we are called on to play in this critical 
period of world readjustment calls for the strictest 
adherence to Christian principles. Bible reading 
was never more needed in America nor the world 
than today. The theme of the 1949 Worldwide 
Bible Reading is ‘*The Book To Live By.” Dr. John 
Sutherland Bonnell writes on this theme as follows: 


“De Quincey says that there are two kinds of 
literature—the literature that moves; the litera- 
ture that informs us and that which stirs us to 
action. The Bible measures up to both requirements. 
It instructs and it moves. 


“While the Bible does much to increase our 
knowledge, and while it is essentially reasonable in 
its challenge to men and women (‘Come now and 
let us reason together, says the Lord’), its final 
word is to the heart and conscience of man. But 
that word concealed within the letter of the Scrip- 
tures can reach us only as we are ready and re- 
ceptive to its message. It responds to expectant 
faith. It ministers courage to the discouraged, hope 
to the despairing, guidance to the bewildered, for- 
giveness to the penitent, consolation to the sorrow- 
ing, rest to the weary and peace to the inwardly 
distraught. It has a remedy for every moral and 
spiritual ill of mankind. 


“Best of all, it sets before us the Word of 
Words—even Jesus Christ Himself. I have read 
somewhere that a beautiful engraving of the Amer- 
ican Constitution has been made. As one holds it 
at a distance, suddenly he realizes that the words 
and letters had been so arranged, as to present an 
outline of the strong face of George Washington, 
the Father of his Country. 


“So likewise, as we read the Scripture, the eye 
of faith may see standing forth from the printed 
page the face of Jesus Christ. He is the secret of 
its unity. He gives it cohesion. His words and spirit 
make it in truth ‘The Word of Life.’ It is the Book 
of the credentials of Jesus Christ. To it mankind 
must return if we are to heal the distemper of our 


-lives and to resolve the disorder of the world. It is 


‘The Book To Live By,’ for the source of its light 
is He who came that we ‘might have life and have 
it more abundantly.’ ”’ 


The passages for daily reading are as follows: 


Thursday, Dec. 1 ............ John 14 
Frigay ......... _... Psalms 


Sunday, Dec. 4 .. II Timothy 2 
Tu Acts 17:16-34 
W ednesday Revelation 22:1-7 
Thursday ........ .. John 3:1-17 

I Thessalonians 5:12-2s 
Saturday Mark 4:1-20 
Bible Dec. 11 . Tl Chronic les 7:11-18. 
Wednesday . Matthew 25 
Thursday ... Exodus 20:1-17 
Friday ....... Matthew 6:5-15 
Saturday ... . Psalms 119 :33-40 
Sunday, Dec. 18 set John 1:1-14 
Monday .......... Matthew 5:1-12 
Tuesday . Isaiah 9:2-7 
W ednesday Romans 8 :12-3% 
Thursday ...... I Corinthians 15 :35-58 
Christmas, Dec. 25 ........... 


Your Adversary 
By Josephine Gorin 


Your adversary, and mine, is known by various 
names ascribed to him by “Holy men of God who 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 


Some of those names are: The prince of this 
world, The wicked one, The man of sin,. The 
Tempter, The prince of the power of the air. 


Peter calls the adversary by the full name of 
your adversary, the Devil. 


John, the beloved disciple, whose surname was 
used only on special occasions, seems most apropos 
when he heads his list of names with: ‘‘The great 


dragon, that old serpent called the devil and Satan. 


which deceiveth the whole world.”’ 


The name Devil was given our adversary when 
he was cast out of heaven for his unholy ambition 
to usurp the throne of God, ‘‘Woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea for the devil is come 
down unto you,” by which name he is usually called 
by people in all walks of life. 


To me the name most abhorrent is “The 
Tempter,” for it was under that name that he 
plunged us all into a “Gulf of dark despair.”’ Again 
with his brazen audacity he approached the very 
Son of God with his series of temptations. 


1 


sul 

n 

fat 

litt 

Th 

thi 

af} 

(T 

mo 

all 

wh 

dev 

oce 

whi 

Gre 

bet 

his 

anc 

ang 

ear 

us 


Dec. 1, 1949 


bal THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


The cuthor has dedicated his life to the selec- 
tion and classification of homiletic material. 
A retired Lutheran minister, he works through 
the four Gospels from beginning to end. se- 
lecting significant texts and passages. Around 
each he assembles complete sermons, ex- 
tensive as well as brief outlines, expository 
excerpts, practical lessons, apt illustrations, 
appropriate poetry. 

This INEXHAUSTIBLE SOURCE of Sermonic 
Materials covers every Sunday of the Church 
Year as well as special days—including Ad- 
vent, Christmas, New Year, Lent, Good Friday, 
Easter, Pentecost—and other special occasions. 

Selections are taken from the writings of fa- 
mous preachers and scholars such as St. Au- 
gustine, Barnes, Beecher, Biederwolf, Bonar, 
Bunyan, Chapman, Clow, Dale, Edersheim, 
Finney, Flavel, Gordon, Habershon, Hallesby, 


With the Aid of the 
NEW, UNIQUE, DIFFERENT 


3-VOLUME 


HOMILETIC 


ON THE 


THESAURUS <osrets 


by the Rev. Harald F. J. Ellingsen 


Jowett, Moody, Morgan, Seiss, Spurgeon, Tay- 
lor, Torrey, etc. 

Here is rich, inexhaustible material found 
nowhere else — stimulating, inspiring. Com- 
prehensive index of texts and topics put con- 
tents at your fingertips. Acceptable present to 
preachers, teachers and all Christian workers. 
Tried and proved in use through ac- 
tual service to ministers. Those 
who have seen it say ‘The best 
homiletic material ever,”’, 
“100% in its meatiness."’, 

A stimulus 
to the 
seeker of 
Divine 
truth and 
revela- 
tion.” 


Gentlemen: Please accept my order for a set of 3 Volume Homiletic Thesaurus on the Gospels 
and mail the volumes as they are issued at $4.00 each. (3 volumes $12.00—-single copies $4.50) 


Matthew (ready) $4.50 


Please send me only the volumes checked as they appear at $4.50 each. 
C) Mark & Luke (April, 1950) $4.50 


$ enclosed. [}) Send to me C.O.D. [} Charge my account. 
Name Address 
City Zone State 


[} John (June, 1950) $4.50 


FILL OUT, CLIP AND MAIL TO YOUR DEALER OR 


BAKER BOOK HOUSE, GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICH. 


The words, Devil and Hell, are very harsh and 
ugly words and we can hardly blame mothers for 
substituting ‘““‘Bad Man and Bad Place” when teach- 
ing their little children. 


A little boy was overheard using some pretty 
strong language much to the amazement of his 
father who said to him: “Son, where do you think 
little boys who talk like that go when they die?’’ 
The boy answered: “I don’t know. Where do you 
think they will go?” “To the bad place I am 
afraid,”’ his father replied. “Oh, I know where you 
mean but mother won’t let me say that word.” 
(The trouble is that some ministers still “lay it on 
mother” and make a complete detour around those 
blood-curdling words.) 


The late Billy Sunday said: “God gave the devil 
all those many names so you cannot be mistaken 
who he is,’”” which seems a very good reason the 
devil always appears in the form best suited to the 
occasion, even appearing as an “Angel of Light.” 


In my youthful days I must have had a some- 
what distorted idea about the account of the First 
Great War, that war which was carried on in heaven 
between Michael and his angels and the dragon and 
his angels. The dragon and his angels were cast out 
and “their place was found no more in heaven,’ 
and the battle-ground transferred from heaven to 
earth (the temporary address of the devil and of 
us all). My impression was that Michael, being the 
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victor, remained in heaven. 

We fina evidence, however, in Jude, Verse 9, 
that Michael must have been on duty on earth at 
the time when the devil appeared to him in the 
form of the Advance Agent of Modernism, and 
Michael contending with him—he disputed about 
the body of Moses. 

That contention has a familiar up-to-date note 
in it as we are found to be in the thickest of such 
contentions today. Contention about the Virgin 
Birth—the flood—the miracles and about other 
facts recorded in the “Inspired Word of God.” 
However, we are confident that there are those in 
pulpit, pew and foreign field who are still fighting 
“The good fight of Faith,” of whom we can say in 
the words of Paul: “For this cause also thank we 
God without ceasing, because when ye received the 
word of God ye received it not as the word of men, 
but, as it is in the truth, The Word of God.” 


— 
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The First Christmas 


St. Luke 2:8-20 


(a one-act play for children) 


By Sylvia Hope 
483 Montgomery Ferry Drive N.E. 
Atlanta ... Georgia 


Scene I 
Place: Field of the shepherds. 
Time: Night. 


(Five shepherds are talking together, whiling 
away the night hours in the, lonely, starlit field. 
Two of them are stretched full-length upon the 
ground, their staves lying beside them. The other 
three are sitting or squatting near the first two, 
leaning upon their staves.) 


First Shepherd (With a _ restless, impatient 
gesture): Sleep will surely overtake me this night. 
How long until the morning? . 


Second Shepherd: The morning, friend? Is there 
such a thing as morning? (Sighs) Ah, me, the 
night drags on so endlessly, one forgets... 


Third Shepherd: But one must not forget the 
morning will come in good time. Let us never be 
lost in the darkness of night, but always patiently 
waiting and watching, for when we least expect 
it— 

Angel (appearing suddenly in a blaze of light): 
(The shepherds tremble with fright, grasp their 
staves firmly and drop to their knees, bowing.) 
Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shalll be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. (And suddenly 
there is with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and singing.) 


Heavenly Host (singing): Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace toward men of good 
will.* (All the angels exit, singing ‘‘Glory to God.’’) 


First Shepherd (rising): Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
(Exit all.) 


Curtain. 
Scene Il 
Place: The stable at Bethlehem. 
Time: Morning. 


(Manger at center of stage. Mary seated beside 
manger, Joseph standing at her side. Five shepherds 
are grouped about the manger, kneeling. They rise 
and begin to sing ‘“‘Hark The Herald Angels Sing.) 


(Chorus backstage joins singing. All sing first 
and last verses of ‘‘Hark The Herald Angels Sing.’’) 


Curtain. 


*I wrote a little tune for the angels’ song which 
we used at Westminster, but these words could be 
sung to any adaptable tune. —S. H. 


Casting The Hook 
By Rev. Wade C. Smith 


The man here at the Fontana Boat Dock always 
has his little sterotyped pleasantry with the fisher- 
men as they depart: “Don’t forget to put your bait 
in the water!”’ And they indulgently smile, but are 
not particularly impressed. Little as he knows it, 
however, the boat dock attendant has put his finger 
on the principal reason why it required an average 
of 33 Southern Presbyterians to win one soul to 
Christ last year! They didn’t “‘put their bait in the 
water.” 


It is an impressive fact that we possess in a re- 
markable degree the urge to tell something—some- 
thing food or bad—the better or the worse, the 
greater the urge to tell it. It is difficult to restrain, 
because it is ingrained in our nature; God put it 
there. I think most people like to tell good news. 
We get a thrill in seeing folks eyes bulge or their 
faces flush with pleasure at some piece of good 
news which we can be the first to bring them. 
We covet the privilege; it gives us peculiar satisfac- 
tion. If we should discover a simple gadget to 
attach to the carburator enabling the car to make 
25 miles instead of 15 to a gallon of gas, our first 
impulse is to tell our neighbor. He also drives a 
car and is just as much interested in getting a 
greater mileage as we are. So we tell him, first 
opportunity. How glad we are to call an acquaint- 
ance, whose radio is in the repair shop, and tell 
him we have just heard the announcer say his alma 
mater team won the game this afternoon, 20 to 0. 


I believe the Lord put this “urge to tell” into 
our being for the supreme purpose of telling the 
good news about Jesus Christ, the Saviour of men. 
Almost anybody can tell a story. Some are talented 
in the art, yet there are many Christians today who 
are using this gift for other purposes. Sometimes it 
is just gossip, maybe unfavorable — unfounded. 
Some use it merely to entertain. And there is the 
temptation to put something in that is smutty, or 
that is unkind—to provoke a laugh. At a Rotary 
luncheon one day this little sketch was placed at 
each plate: 


A POOR JOKE 


When someone blushes with embarrassment, 
When some heart carries away an ache, 
When something sacred is made to appear common, 
When somebody's weakness provides the cause of laughter, 
When profanity is required to make it funny, 
When a little child is hrought to tears, 
When everyone cannot join in the laughter-— 
It’s a poor joke! 


One of the happiest accomplishments is to be able 
to tell a good story; to tell a story that has an 
uplook; a story that leaves the hearer in the upper 
atmosphere of high, clean thought; a story that 
stirs in one the best emotions and inspires lofty 
purpose.. The finest, best, most inspiring of all 
stories is the story of Jesus Christ; His love for 
men; His atoning sacrifice for lost sinners; His 
saving and keeping power. 


God has fully equipped us to tell that story. If we 
are not telling it, it is not because we do not know 
how to tell good news. Whatever stirs the heart 
with appreciation gives also the urge to-stir some- 
body else with it. If we have come to know the 
Lord Jesus: Christ in His wonder and power we are 
bound to be enthusiastic about Him; we will want 
to pass the good news along to somebody else who 
needs Him as much as we do. We may stammer, we 
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may not use the best of rhetoric, but we will tell it. 
If we are not doing this, we may seriously doubt 
whether we ourselves have ever known Him or 
surrendered our hearts to Him. Certainly He is not 
the Master of our will and our life. 


I think the whole matter boils down to this one 
point; the main reason for that tragic low rate of 
“Added on profession’”’ — 1 to 33 — is that we 
Southern Presbyterians are not ‘‘casting the hook;”’ 
we are not “putting our bait in the water.” It is 
the simplest thing that a fisherman can do. No fin- 
fisherman fails to do it; the boat dock man’s 
advice is quite unnecessary. The $64.00 question 
is: why don’t “‘fishers of men”’ do it. 


Have You Discarded Glasses? 


Thousands of glasses of types frequently dis- 
carded by far-sighted elderly people and near- 
sighted younger persons are urgently needed in 
many backward areas of the world for adults learn- 
ing to read. Care should be taken to sereen out 
complicated ‘lenses which have been used for the 
correction of astigmatism. Straight “plus” and 
‘‘minus” lenses are particularly needed. Cases in 
good condition would also be appreciated. Those 
interested in helping with Dr. Frank Laubach’s 
worldwide literacy campaign in this practical way 
are asked to mail the packages of glasses to Mr. R. 
M. Fort, Church World Service Center, 214 East 
Twenty-First Street, New York 10, N. Y., together 
with 25c for every dozen pairs for expenses of 
overseas packing and shipping. —From bulletin of 
Committee on World Literacy and Christian Litera- 
ture, Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. 


<_<_ 


The Synod Of Missouri 
Passes Resolution 


The following resolution was adopted by the 
Synod of Missouri at its meeting on October 18-20, 
1949, which was held at the School of the Ozarks, 
Point Lookout, Mo.: 


“That the Synod make known that it thor- 
oughly and positively approves of the view of 
the Bible as maintained in our Chureh Confes- 
sion and statements; that it disapproves of any 
picture of our Church which in any wise denies 
or belittles the historicity of the Bible; and 
that it send this announcement to The Chris- 
tian Century and to the magazines which are 
issued within the bounds of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. 


World Mission Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1948, to Oct. 31, 1948 ............ $473,265.55 
Apr. 1, 1949, to Oct. 31, 1949 .......... 479,941.34 


Program Of Progress 


Apr. 1, 1949, to Oct. 31, 1949 (Net) $125,406.63 


GIST of the LESSON 


half a century of leadership. 


1950 ByR.A. Torrey 


Insist on the ORIGINAL. Fifty 
years’ supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed thought. Digest and 


& & & & ae 


text of lesson. Full exposition. 
Other features. 
Cloth nd 60¢ Postpaid 


‘ a: H. REVELL CO., 158-Sth Ave., New York 10 


- 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 

Bible Markers — Communion 

Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 

Custom Clergymen 
Marking 11 

1837 Years Of Service 1949 

To The Church And Clerg: 


PHARMACIST WANTED | 


A Brasilian pharmacist, evangelical, with a 
pharmacy established next to the Evangelical } 
4 Hospital Goiano, in Anapolis, State of Goias, § 
' desires a Christian pharmacist to enter into | 

partnership with him, with about U. S. $3,- j 
4 000.00 (the equivalent of his invested cap- | 
ctal), sharing work and profits on a 50-50 
| basis. For further information, address corre- 
§ spondence to: ’ 


REV. T. REICHARDT TAYLOR 
| Caixa Postal 222, Anapolis, Goias, Brasil. 


Training School Contributions 


Contributions (Including Program of Progress) 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School For Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 


Month Of October 


1949 1948 

Total To Date 

1949 ° 1948 

$39,729.51 ....... $30,585.85 
Rev. Bob. S. Hodges, Jr., Elected 
Associate Secretary Of 
General Council 


The General Council takes pleasure in announc- 
ing that the Rev. Bob Shiver Hodges, Jr., has been 
elected Associate Secretary of the General Council, 
and that he will begin his duties in this new office 
on November 16. 


Mr. Hodges comes to the work of the General 
Council bringing with him a background of experi- 
ence and accomplishments that peculiarly fits him 
for this work. He is a native of Coronaca, S. C., 
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and is a graduate of the University of South Caro- 
lina and of Columbia Theological Seminary. Before 
entering the ministry, Mr. Hodges served for sev- 
eral years as a banker. He has also been a teacher 
in the University of South Carolina. At the present 
time, he is pastor of the Presbyterian Church of 
Rogersville, Tenn., and holds important offices both 
in the Presbytery and in the Synod, including that 
of Chairman of Stewardship of the Synod of Ap- 
palachia. 


The General Council believes that Mr. Hodges’ 
leadership will mean much in the stewardship work 
of our Church, and heartily commends him to the 
Synods, the Presbyteries and the congregations of 
the Presbyterian Church. 


Volunteer Leaders For 
Young People 


Children and Young People seem to have a sixth 
sense which enables them to know when older peo- 
ple love them. 


Members of the Southern Region of the Inter- 
national Society of Christian Endeavor (including 
Southern Presbyterians from Virginia, Alabama, 
Kentucky and Georgia), meeting in Louisville, Ky., 
offered free to all Churches desiring to organize 
Christian Endeavor Societies organization materials 
(program material to be selected by local Ses- 
sions). 


The Southern Presbyterian Church needs 2,000 
Christian Endeavor Societies at once. 


‘ The minutes of the General Assembly of 1949 
show 3,602 Churches with only 614 Junior Organi- 
zations, 892 Pioneers, 1,032 Senior, and 377 Young 
People’s Organizations. 


We love all our Professional Presbyterian 
Leaders and we sincerely appreciate every Young 
People’s Organization. 


If you cannot afford a D'R.E. 
Then have Christian Endeavor free. 


Nothing can take the place of the volunteer 
leadership of consecrated successful business men 
and women. We have thousands of middle-aged 
trained former Christian Endeavorers who are 
tithing and reading the Bible every day. 


Every Church should have a Christian Endeavor 
Society. Not at the expense of the Church, but to 
contribute to the expenses of the Church. 


We must go forward “trusting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for strength.”’ 
T. Shep. Clark, Augusta, Ga. 


Church Architecture 


Georgia Presbyterians are concerned about 
Church Architecture. After the reading of the fol- 
lowing request by a member of the Religious Edu- 
cation Committee on the floor of the Synod of 
Georgia: 

“That the Education Board be instructed to pre- 
pare and distribute literature on the Reformed 
Church Architecture with the pulpit in the center 
and the communion table on the floor level with 
the congregation, thus calling attention to the fact 
that our Altar is in Heaven and that we desire to 
keep the Second Commandment.” 


As a result the Synod of Georgia overtured the 
General Assembly: 


“To have its committee prepare a statement set- 
ting out clearly the symbolism both of the tradi- 
tional Presbyterian architecture and of the archi- 
tecture emphasizing the chancel together with the 
significance of both.”’ 


Children At Columbia Seminary 


“Children are an heritage of the Lord’”’ 


Columbia Seminary has many married students 
resid ng on the campus. There are over fifty chil- 
dren among the families of these students. Their 
ages range all the way from a few months to eleven 
years. A portion of the group may be seen in the 
cover picture, which was taken at a birthday party 
honoring Kathy McCrea, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
John McCrea, and Marcia Buss, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip Buss, at the home of the latter. 


Almost any day of the week should you take a 
walk through the apartment area of the seminary 
your general impression will be that a kindergarten 
is in full sway. On this campus the children learn 
one of the most important lessons of life, “how to 
get along with one another.”’ 


Each Friday afternoon Mrs. Sam S. Cappel, a 
student wife, conducts a Bible Story Hour for the 
older children in one of the regular seminary class 
rooms. The children count it a great privilege to go 
to “‘daddy’s school’’ for this period of entertain- 
ment and instruction. 


How true it is that ‘“‘The church moves forward 
on the feet of little children.’’ It is indeed an en- 
couraging sign to see these spiritual leaders of 
tomorrow being brought up beneath the shadow of 
our seminaries. 


Committee On Negro Work * 
Receipts From The Church 


Month: 1948 1949 
April . ... $ 5,973.64 $11,648.82 
May .. . 4,087.98 4,486.61 
6,505.12 5,621.01 
August . 5,758.51 6,703.37 
Se 4,427.19 5,130.48 
8,000.48 7,450.22 

.. .. .. .. $66,800.60 $47,815.56 


Increase for 1949 — $2,324.96 


Jackson ... Mississippi 


It was the pleasure of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson, Miss., to have the privilege of 
bringing Rev. Gipsy Smith, Jr., to the city for a 
preaching mission. He preached twice a day from 
October 2 through October 9. The morning services 
filled the sanctuary, and at night the congregation 
overflowed into the Lecture Room and into the 
Men’s and Women’s Bible Class Rooms. Rev. Gipsy 
Smith has a place of affection in the hearts and 
lives of Jackson people since he held a meeting 
here in 1922 which so shook the city that its results 
are still present. He preached great sermons and 
many people signed cards rededicating themselves 
to Christ. 
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Have You Considered 
WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYP 


LIBRARY BUILDING 


Westminster's Library is one of the finest theological libraries in the region, with a full-time librarian 


in charge. \ 


SEMINARY founded by Princeton Theological Seminary teachers to carry on the true Biblical 
scholarship for which Princeton was famous before 1929. 


SEMINARY each of whose seven full-time professors is a scholarly specialist in his own field. 


SEMINARY where the right dividing of the Word of Truth is the touchstone in determining a Sem- 
inary’s real usefulness. 


SEMINARY to which Southern Presbyterian students can be sent with assurance that their instruc- 
tion will be in accord with the Word of God. 


SEMINARY which regards a career in the ministry as secondary to loyalty to the Word of God. 


A SEMINARY from which a number of leading younger theologians both in this country and abroad 
hold degrees. 

SEMINARY which Southern Presbyterians have always been delighted Yo support, and which is 
maintained by funds contributed by friends such as yourself. 


For Information Write: Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia 18, Pa. 


A special rate of four gift subscriptions for 
one dollar. We will send gift card with your 
name on it as per your instructions to us. 
Please type or print all names and, addresses. 


GIVE GOOD BOOKS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


WRITE US FOR OUR FREE 
CATALOGUE 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Christmas And Your Friends 


Give Them A Year’s Subscription To 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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